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HE feather d ea let lutr ring on its neſt, 
Throbbing with terrors ith doubts ara. 


Fe the firſt bough his ppb pinion ys SELL] 
Fo 8 15 


Ere he commits him to the vau 
Then 77 75 the wide ex 
 Cleares thee blue ether, ; EO 


Thus I, to prove: the temper of my aeg HTS 
35 petit Prologues firſt efſay'd my Kii. 
The Public breath produc'd the | latent vein, —_ 
Aud a probation cheer d the infant - ſtrain; WS. 
Till, bolder grown by the inſpiring gale, 
I bark, now larger, ſpreads a wider fail, 


With ſides more ponderous preſumes to FR | 
. The force of cr Liſa's burſtlog wave. * 


5 But, metaphor apart —hBehold before „ 
The vent'rous Author of this ev'ning's ſtory. _ 

No fancy d piace I bring from Greece or Rome: 

A. grounded upon fact, and found at home. 


Oft have the tragic writers grac'd the ſtage 
W ith regal ſorrows, or wad. ſceptred rage: 
Te 0 hunibler roots my muſe delights to go, 
E e with ſenſations of domeſtic wo. 

-  Spura not the ſubjeQ, nor deſpiſe the . 
Becauſe my hero is a poor plain man. 
The villager as poignant. feeling knows, _ . 
A underneath the ermin d mantle glows, . = a 


" My. incidents, bowe'er receiv'd, are new, 

ya from Nature's leaf, and wrote for you. _ 

: T's gain your generous plaudit e was my aim ö 
Voor ee my eee of . 
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. * * . 
If in its op'ning bud ſome ſymptoms ſhow 
Of future bloſfom̃, give it leave to blow; © . - 
With copious hand, into its ae infuſe 
Jour genial warmth, add; 

hh And if, mature wit! 8 i Fultpre s grown, 
Ie rt produces, e 
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N OT ſpeak ; an Epjlog ue! Jadegd 1 will-: | 
JV So rave and wraigle, rut and ſcold ur „ 
Vour kind a plauſe Has mache our Bard W 

That, as 1 live, I fear *ewill turn his 5 15 
1. five long acts to/ make me weep eben 
And not one line of chit- chat at the eñd? 3 
"Tis monſtrous harf.; nay, out of rea ſon top—". 5. 
Le- 8 here appeal 10 y0¹.— 


He ſays, "Tis is quite abſurd,- tis Jowpri nt 2 
To chace away, that pleaſing ee ping Ay 2 | 
That ent Which the Tragic ſcenes impart 
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To the mi ge n moral heart.. 
By terting the pert muſe come tripping after, ata 
Exciting-il-tim'd mirth and Sr Eger... 
Nay, maugre all Jurge, in of vogue, . 
He ll rebuſes me un EE“ b l n 


His pleaZmong t ſome Rarch's Dons may conyerts FR 
But with the ma 67 pan "rwill prove in vain, 
Quite o ichnb 1 W 
Conſenting looks ap i do.not nge. : 
Then, Men much Invning, 21. 4:2 
You ſhall have one, that's flis, - e any el > 


The ſabes obvioue— aih fo prß 105 
'Your-candour to preſerve this infant bs 5 
And yet Em half znclin'd within myfelf,”* 


To beg you wou'd conkign.it.to the thelfj > | 
For, ſhou d ——— ks 0 ple, i 
Farewell to all my . future ease. c 


My ri can never reſt To moro * CRE 
Will view another Tragedy en 315% 
9 fam d fiege, with Wolfe g untimely 15 W 

olfe England and the dread of Gaul: 
Or Wallace wight, of an illuſtrious name ; 3778 
Warez, the foremoſt on the lifts of fame :; 
WALLACE, who nobly for his country fought, „ 
Who exil'd Liberty impatient ſought; © bY 
And to her vacant throne the bani d goddeſs brought 
Then, mercy on me—Ladies—df you ow ity” L954 
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Rather lead apes in hell, than wed Io: « wha 248 


- Tis: inconceivable. the. life Pre led, ps 
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| Moping alone the live Jon day he fits, W 1 = 4 

Gaping at ſpace—as if he d loſt his wits — 
When ſummon'd down with—Dinner waits, my dear 
Hence hell-hounds!] hence (he d bazrl) TIO is 


n CAT, 
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And, ere I can recover my ſurpriſe," $8 1 
Chill'd are the pullets, or ſtone- cold the pies, _ 6s 


Oft has he wak'd me in the dead of night. 
My life half gone with terror and affright. 
Ope goes the curtain, to his deſk he flies: 
Ive got a thought, a noble thought, he cries, _ 
The lamp's gone out—quick, ſtrike the latent ſpark, 
ElſeI ſhall oſe the ae in the dark.— 


Nor ſince his piece was finiſh'd, have I quiet. 
L. ank grows his viſage, for untouch d's his diet 
What ails my love ? why do you look ſo ger 8 
I wonder how my Play will be receiy'd, 


Courage, I cry 3+ yourſelf have often 2 2 4 

In early 8 ee . the Town," 
Frequent they ſtrove your Grooping po powr's to cheer; 
To curb: each doubt; a check the riſing a 
And ſurely now you'll more indulgence find: 

For III requeſt it, and they muſt be 5 hp Ye, el Ht ep 
Each Critic ſhall his noiſy cat-call ſpare, oy Ws 
For ert ha ve been ſofte n'd by the fair. e h 9 4 * * 


e. then, where er you ſit, ei bn 
e arou rang d in your own pit: 
Make good my promiſe now —and you ſhall ſee, 
my in ne ws: at 0 MINK de. | 
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And ſpreads o'er 


Sorrow's ſad winter plucks their. 


To bloom, 
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SCENE, A Grin Tn 
The Curtain 4 aewiy to the — 5 
DANA, o.ſings. - | 25 wh 13s 4's 


Hikes 


Preſents a dreary p ed a! 4 1 5 en 
ature's 


Why glows, the a roſe? Wr de rn the hand? 


Why is the vale in verdant honours clad? 
ories ain, 


And all things fade beneath my h eee 
fene 0 more.— 
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god of war! to thee l, _ 
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T* piercing px: 
MEE LIiDV RE from dange » pling, N Ne, 
ſaye him from the foe | 
Till he return, each pig ig 16-06 
But aggravates my pain Tp oth 9k 640 F 
In vain Tſeek the marte glide,” . 00 
f [The zephyr breathes 1 in yan.” i. N N. . 
Cenſe, Philowel, thy lovely feng. K Uo" pl 
Thy warbling charms no more? 
The chanting at: the flutt ring throng Th 
My peace can no er neſtore; Wes 
The dimpled rills chat purl around, 75 
In fruitleſs numbers play; ; 5 
* o'er your ſoo ofting, 5.05 ban, tr 2+ #1; 
ExipuRg's a n 
75 e 4 and fre, 
Ceaſe, ceaſe my ſong. DW; xt rrumbers fre 
To chace away this melancholy gloom, Kees 
Whoſe ſable mantle, ſhadowing the foul, -. : 
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Wes” Pare dey 2 r- a | 
| When throu the houſe the p reigns; ' 
Why thus = this N walk * * 


Inceſſant keep? 


Ep w. Why, acht thou ſay ? Alas! 
Why ſhov'd I not? Shou d — relax 
T *4 ſad contraQed furrows of my brow, 
Then might'ſt thou wonder. Shame itſelf would bluſh 


To view a cheerful ſmile upon my face, 


While F ate, impending on the Saxon ſpears, 


Shakes o'er the land; while friends and kinſmien fall 
- Before the cruel foe, | 
ELI. Node more nao! 
Have reaſon to lament ah rape of war, | ; 
I've felt its foree, | But now the ſtorm blown ver, 
The thunder paſs'd, arid growling from afar, 5 
In diſtant murmurs buſhing to a calm, % 
Why ſhou'd we fear the angry bolt, or dread . 
The lightning's forceful Raſh ? 05 iſt no more 2 
Lays waſte our fruitful vales great Vortimer 
Now gleans his ſcatter d ranks ; while Brennus here, 
Evin in your father's houſe, bids ng e 
And peave return/agein. n | 
Ep w | Behold thoſe geld . 
How wild, how deſſolate their furrows how! * 
See that farſaken een, where erſt the,youths, 
In ſportive gambols, chac'd the hours away. 
No ſports are there ; no buman accents found -/ # 
To rouſe impriſon'd Echo from her cel, 
Sa ve ſome lone wide! e for her child, 
Her huſband murder or ber father ſlain. _ 
Does this betoken Fit Von lonely _ 
Once the gay manſion of the lovelieſt "oa, 
That grac'd our Cambrian pla ins, where n e content 


And foftive gladneſs dwelt, negleded now, 


But one poor venerable man contains, | 

| Whoſe nevefleſs ar hο More the ſtate can ſerve: 
-bilent he coho benegth "he lowly robf, - + e 
And wi bin e for bis a e e 


1 ; " * 
ö T YL 
. * 1 N 8 5 * * * 
OY * 1 4 
, : L1 
* * 
* — 

2 = l N 

— 8 * 5 T & 

* 


— 


23 5 4 4%; gat Fi 
\ | IIS x MF , 
A * * 
p + * 
- * . * 
* — = 


"bach ehe 0h We 8 


ETI. + I wou'd not pry: too deep into your thou 1 
— itn rt yo orgy, gh + - + 
But (or Tm much deceiy'd) A nearer tie 13 
Claims your attention and demand vour cane. 1 7; 
That youth has chasm and vou, too, have heart.! 
Ep w. Come neat Elizs—Thou haßt touch d be 
0 wound Sie load g: nn ” x wal 
| Which tankles in y U om. Ves, Elina, TEE wh, 

ö (I think I may unfold my heart to ther, 
And ſafely lodge within thy faithful Neat, 7} offs 016 0 
My ſecret thoughts), in that dear abſent youtk | 
Centres the ſum of all 82 m_ bis thi? 


Tenne, n 1234 


ELI. FP nf ls rd DAN 1 
That is a circumſtarice beyond ſuſpicion: 4 
Tho oft l' re mark d you partial in his e i 
And read your ſecret wiſhes 1n-your looks; | , 
Yet till Fihous ht the lowneſs of his rank e 


An obſtacle not yo” to ſurmount. DOI <a 
Epw. - Virtues like his fet Fortune at a. 
Outſoar diſtinctions, and make n 
Hear then the ſtory of our loves. The moon... 
Has ſcarce-+five times her monthly orbit zun, | 
Since Dovey's ſtreams in ſanguine torrents. . PRE 
And let proud Hengiſt paſs. Our herbes fle. 
4. + Fierce came the Saxon on. The hoarpy fire | 
The helpleſs mother, and the ſpeechleſs habe, W T7 | 
Fell victims to the ruthleſs rage of war. 
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ELI. Alas! forgive me, — e 20 1 5 
I interrupt your ſtory, and give, vent i 
To tears that flill 2 ſtream, 4: cat tic 1: 
On mention of that day ; that fatal dy „ # 16 


Which ſaw my father fall, and me caſt out 
A poor and helpleſs erphen tothe world. 
Epw. Dry up thy tears thou haſt a parent þ 
While life remains to animate this Clay, TY 85 7 
Whare'er my lot, my fortune thou ſhalt 8 1855 b 
My ſiſter and my: friend Bu ley qe on 10 ww 5: 278 
Flight was our onlꝝ hope g fear lent us wings, ns #1 
And Snowdon's * ſaw the 1”: obo ale, 
'Ta reach the ſafeſt -bulwark of the Bil 3 
A river muſl be paſad ; whoſe nt-up. ude, 75 5 1 
Daſhing from rock to rock, ra d foaming down. 
| 'Stebe tranſverſe was laid; o'er. ch we lougit, 
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by qua a ate re 2-124 
e midwey gaimd, my heat in-giddyeurs:! : 
Ran fearfut round. Trembling, my held Lleſt:; 


When, fetling' headleng in the ra re l 418 ; 

The roaring billows bore ring tt, v2 1 Bo a 
father oriad tor he wang Bohr ogchl 4 
= e ſtupified dee Merl n 

one had courage to op eam, rar 45 
And fave thy ſinking friend. Fear leis, be-raſh'd' 

Into the flood. His rightchand graſped reckt tat or 3 
His left firm held me on the awater's * 5 . 
Till aid was brought to liſt me to the hesse 
Eri. Brave youth! that mahle ee, - 

Your warmeſt t cp 

or tg i ko cs — a0 

hen, glowing th weine, a 
„Like a = 2222 222 er == 

What mix'd emotions fation every brow, Tok 7 1594 35 

Of wonder and of joy. Returning day | Mah: 
My opening eyes hu. O then, my. tend "ap 
What words'ean paint the See liagt. of. any ſoul | þ 
The trembling youth, fit] claſping in his am? 7 
His prize preferr'd; upreard me from che wank, ant 
And to « parenit gave K s reſcued child. I F Fug 1. 657347 1 
Kind Heav'n, he ctied, 5, nope er my ee, | 
And ever thus'fram peril fa ve your ; 
My father thank ' d him. Thanks r mechonghn foal por, 

To one who geltantly bad brav'd the Head 

My. B and my l 

- © Ex1, What elſe rn ee ee. 


Or * re ſweh wenn 
: a 825 F . en, 1 Ut e 
| Lon $ oft [eriſarkons 10 virgin breaſt tres: Gar 


Found yet no Sur roy Gratitude alone, be 
, throbb/d around og 


And ara; tow 
At Glaſe-Lty ynn's'n narrow paſs our 8 ſt bar. 
That Heng cou d be 3 TIT 


| 
{ ColleQing there his ſeatt d force, reſoly'd- 

| To make one laſt exertion; to redvefs - 
| His country's wrangs, or 'bravely'fell his Bhs.” . 
| The Gods look'd kindly- en: his erm prevails; wet: 
| And drove the haughty! Saxon, v d, back; 
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This ve us to qur homies : bor on cor at l 
0 44 r © While | 
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| While our hot youth char'd theretiring oe, ad by 
A band in ambuſh clos'd upon the rear, yi 1 2 
And well nigh turn d the ortune of the day; Hug | 
When Elidure, ſtill watchful o er thy frien | 
With more than mortal arm witkſtood their Lay ab. 
Till ſtrength arrivd, and drove th aſſaflants off. 
In this laſt conflict Elidure receive!“ 
_ ous wound, which kept him- y 4 
nfin d at home, a ſtranger to the war. ee” 
Rare, Eliza, hert it was 1 fele = 8 
The ſofter paſſion thrilli through my 3 


52. >a) * 


To bring relief, I ſought it Reents n 


* * 


Where oft, with wonder, I beheld his worth, 


His valiant aſpect, and his honeſt heart z cn 10 


Heard the mild accent tremble on his tongue 3 f wy 

Read the ſoft ſilent wiſhes in his ee; * 1 11 

And look d, and ſigh'd, and reaſon'd into Ira l i 
Err. When this alf de divulg! d, ee 


EVU. "Th — 98725 ade . 
I gueſs, and will anticipate thy fears” vo © rut 
Our lots in life ſo diſtant had — caft, enn " Fe 
That it was ſcarce permitted me to ale r 
A friendly viſit tou his father's rf. 5 "fro es 
 Evn after all the ſervice he had done me, 


—_ then cou d ] ex a father's — 5a TAR ON on. 5 


We Mors Me our marriage til unknem 3 

To all, except the venerable fire oth: et 

Who tied the ſacred knot; till time ſhould give” 

Some luckier criſis to diſcloſe the ſecret. - 24 
ELI. Be well aſſur'd, it cloſe] 855 ſhall remain We”. 

Deep lodg'd within the foldings of my heart; _ 2 1 

Not death itſelf ſhould force it from my lipßs. 


** Y FF 


Ep w. reſent confidence declares how N 7 . 


I think thee faithful to me. But new fear 
Thy ccunſel claims} and calls thee to my aid. 


ELI. Command my ſervice and my life, | 8 es 


Ed w This chief, og #3. 
The warlike leader of Menevia's band, e ate 
Who waits but to refreſh his weary men, 
To lead emonward to the Cambrian 84286, „ 
His prince's fav rite, and my father's friend. 


Whole reſence ſpreads feſtivity around, Ee 
 "_ double eget of miſery tome, Ex x. 
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race our nuptial rites ? By this iaduet ed 
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„ eiten the Brie naue. 
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Ik he but came in friendſhip! 
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$4 . 1 r 
75 — 
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ELI. I own, I tha — 40 you. 
The man who draws way Fr on yg n 5 
Should find a friend. in every h 

EpWw. . e + ay Ma 2s: aw, 
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But oh ! I fear he wears angther form + ki f 


A form moſt blaſting 0 rortur d v. 4 od. 
The e nee e eee 


That were inde 


But he he's here ; and Vick: res r K 


In earneſt e Lee 
En w. _ friend z 8 1 
And on thei eix dread 8 5 death 
Ot poor Evens reſts, ar — good Heav'n! 


Avert the direful ſtroke wy fears (aggeſt 7 RATES 


Or, if I muſtbe tortur'd; with his leve, TAE ey 
| With tenfold reſalatian Arm my fonl; 2 80 2 FA | 

Teach me 15 ward the meditated Pia ie 
Or ſtrengthen mie do best a father's rage. dd 


Doſt . 
Tre Quitting the $A the e 


Preſerve me virtuom Yield me ſpotleſs up, 
Pure and unſully d, to a buſband's arm. 
And now methiaks I can endure the blaſt, 
my OT an ee eee ee 


Loc. 


be Ei elt 
To viſit this wild ſolitery glom // 
The tinies, and ↄur own exigence, require ag 
Tlhat I eonſult thee oma lerious point, N 
On which ogr future happineſs depends, . eli * 
I have no child but thee 3 and fein m eyes att 974 , 
8 wu! $876 apon a protiing race of thine, 
5: e infant- light ee 


Of biek' ning age, and ting to the w „ 1 


Poſſeſfes all my ardent withes form z. 


I chooſe him for my ſon. My cl . 
. Will alſo prove wage 


Under the eye of a renowned ſr ee i 
Learn to defend the liberty they prize. BEER 
This | xa chief, our gueſt, of noble race, 
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IF le 4 1 
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And no aNertative remgigs for me. n 
Vet, as it is a matter of fuel moment - 


{© Boe. e 10 


5 Bren. | Sbpieion tell tap. 1.7555 | 
Your daughter's wiſhes, ey our nals SOLD 
Will prove a bar to my expected biin, „ 
Security o 'erlook'd, het 1 
3 175 Your doi ee in, be Ne: 
"Twas but her virgin terror; fearful moſt, ants Aa 
Of what ſhe moſt defites; Till fooh away. Fun 
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Bow: My fether, Lam yourfs, re wil 
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So une xpe e ed too FOr ⁰ ft, Flizz — * nenn 


Pha tk dp ripe ai A 
y ſcatter 
Permit me to withtraw. ary P 
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* [Beit e Elli. 


However, to diſpel your apprehenfon, 
III follow, and endfeavour to remove $ 
2" ke weigh which now depreſſes her young, ſpirits. 
en you ſee her next, ſhe may receive 
1 vroffer'd yows, with Kindneſs, and with love. 
BEN. Pittake a view of tire einig dale, 


And follow ſtraigbt -- Exit Locyine, 
EY" 1» - Her thier fear rene 
It may be ſo, 1 i. have obſerv'd, 4 
When ſudden palpitations from the heart, 7 
Of joy exceſſtve, ef, of quick . e 
Shoot through the quiv rin s of th e fleſh; ; > 4, 
The lazy blood creeps flo Fly thro” the veins, ' 5 hats 
Dams up each Quice, and for a moment ſtops _ 6. 
The active pow'rs of life. Who's there ? pry 
Enter MORGAN. « bo x 
Mos. My lord ! my maſter ! e 
Bren, -, Raiſe er 
My ſoldier, and m blend! ? But fay, from Whenkr 
1 thought chee dead, toe ihe 
Mo R. 80 was! thought by . 4 
I fell, and tenleletrlay vßt the hel, 1 ee , 
Some feeble ſymptoms o remainin an 1 4 


Were ſeen by one who Kindly rais'd me up, 5 
Convey d me to a cot, and foon reſterd IDEN at | 
My wonted ſtrength,” I follow d to the . 
But found you not: there waiting, your. arri wal, 
Too near the foe i edi 1 advancd, 

And, 0 made, was carried to eee 


: * * 


= 


That ſouth 


. Unto:the rack, I told hate er I knew. N 
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Demanded reſt. But 
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BAY NR. 'Diſpuc's by W bs . 1 vales, 
lie; returning here, my * = 
With ſinckneſs and repeated/toil o'ercome, e 
Now haſt thou efcap'd? . ; 
Mo R. a to kain ſome knowledge « of our | 
n 
Commanded 5 before him 3 bete, . 


. 4 


* 0 N 


On naming & you, - the Saxon offer'd life, 
Nay, promis'd too, adyancement andrewards, 


Cou' d I with you promote a private. r ay 
| Of amity,—— : 


BNE M. , Of amity! 2 8 . . 
Mor. © Mr lord, 


hBeſet with perils, what cou'd ] relate 3. . 


This Paper my commiſſion will eto, | 
Ives 4 to Brennuc. 
3 lm 

40 Greeting, and health, the Saxon kin preſents. 
% To Brennus, the renowned Britiſh chi 31 
« Whoſe wiſdom dreaded, and whoſe valiour tried, 

5 Perfunge: -him to promote and ſeek his friendſhip, 
0 he bearer will Sex; the terms. to 


Whaterms ? propos d he nothing? , 965 
Mok. 1 pos No, my Lord: 

He bids you Ripulate your own conditions ; 

| Declaring, nothing your defires can form. 5 

Out-ſtepping not the circle of his pow'r . 

Shall — the league he meditates. 
BxeNn, - Inform me, 

For thou haſt view'd their hoſt, and beſt can jodge 1 

- Doft thou believe the Saxons can prevail 


none. 


Oer Vortimer' 5 ſucceſsful _—___— 
OR, % Zo. 
1 human reaſon can ſuggeſt, they muſt, : 


En now, not far from Mouthy's ruin'd. walls, ' 


In fight of our long harraſs'd ranks, they lie 


Entrench'd in many a bulwark.; and but wait wi 


Th' arrival of an army on its march, ; 
To pour, once more, ia torrents o'er the . 
BAN. To-morrow thou ſhalt bear our * back: ; 


Mean time, While you refreſh your weary'd limbs, 
n meditate, and give thee wy reſolves. | 
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| Blind; or, 855 rigs . 5 13 


Moa. I'm ever at your call. 15 | 
'Bxgn, Anon PHI ſee'thee——— tern Mgr, 
8 oin with Hengiſt, or embrace * fate 5 


ortimer 2 W ich way ſhall ! reſolve? 
The one comes fraught wich death, e ante 
To grace my ſenſeleſs elay: The other: Ramps | 
Diſgrace upon my name, but promiſes - Fs e 
A i then d life of pleaſure and of pow'r, 


Yet who ſhall ſpeak in eenſure, wel praiſe ? wat 
My country earnag d, who-ſhall ſound my deeds, 
Or point the pl ace tht ed me a grave? 


The Saxon join d ted in my fireogth, 
 Wholll dare to — the inſidious act n 
Which lifted me to grandeur 7 — Then, to die, N 


Or to ſurvive, is the great doubt Within. 5 
And can quit the harveſt of my Joys 


With plenteous-produce whit ning to i view, 1-42 
Smiling with eaſe, and rip'ning into bliſs 


No: Ill renounce the ſhock of war's 1 43 
And find my peace in fair Edweng's arms; 


Sport o'er the mountain, range the flowry grove, 
And revel in the ſweets of ſocial love. 


END OP'THE Fl RS'T Aer. 
e | 
8 OE NE, 4 Hall. Locxine, Salurn. 
H E more think, the more I am convinc d. 


That ſomething nearer hangs around her heart, 
Than virgin terrors, or the ſudden ſhock 


Which unexpected rous'd her youthful fears. 
Oft have! ATTY th' involuntary tear 
Spring i in her penſive eye, while all alone 
Silent ſhe ſought the thickeſt of the grove, 
| Reprov'd, ng queſtion'd of the cauſe, * gave 
As reaſon for her ſadneſs, that the fears 5 
Of hoſtile dangers not yet quite ſubſided, _ 
Depreſs'd thoſe ſptightly fallies that were wont 
To ſpread foft inks and pleaſantry around. 
Still I believ'd her, till on this occafion 
Her ſtrong emotions ſtagger d my opinion. 
- This ruſtic * who ſerv'd 12 in our * 
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Has ſurely wrought upon her gtateful heart— 


And e meand'ring cleave the pebbled ren 


Away, deteſted thought—her-dignity - N. 
Wouſd fave her from a paſſion ſo unworthy, 0 9 5 
So mean and grov ling in the world's regard, * 


This interview ſhe promiſes with Brennus, 
Muſt ſoon, however, clear theſe anxious doubts. 
But hold—he comes he muft not know my fears. 

Enter BRENNUS, | CE 
Your walk, my friend, was longer than expeRed, /- 
No accident, hope, detain” d you from us 7 _ 

Bren. The pleaſing ſcenes, romantic to the view; 

Farther entic'd me odwards through the vale, - 


| Regardleſs of the hours —Your e 8. health | 
Ere this, I hope, is mended 7 


Loc. Quite reſtor'd, 
But much ſhe orives the ill tim d accident 


Which forc'd her ſo abruptly to depart, 


And ſpeedi!y in perſon means toplead © 1 
Her own excuſe. 


Bae x. 1 ſhall attend ber in 
With anxious Joy. 5 
„ Gs All doubts will vaniſh then, 


But tel] me, Sir, how ſtand in your eſteem 


The ſoil and ſituation of my lands? 
N. e EM. The beſt I ever look d on; far med 
ond wy, ken the bounds of your poſſeſſions ? 
* he vales that meet beneath thoſe den 
groyes, 


From whence the water iſſues from the ſod 
Till in the briny flood its taſte is loſt, 


Acxknowledge me their Lord: one paltry farm 
Alone excepted, which maliciouſly 
Intrudes itſelf within my circling fence, + . 


That lowly roof beneath the tujted brow, © 

With yon ſmall wood, and thoſe adjoining grounds 
That ſkirt the river downward to the bridge, 

As a foul wen upon the human frame 


Dis figures the ſoft touch of nature's work, 
So that ſmall cot, offenſive to the proſpe&, 


| Lefſens the beauty of my fair domain. 


Bren. i omething ſtrange, indeed, fo ſmall A 
tra 


Qooſe in your view, _ almoſt at your gate, 
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Eldred; er, the Britiſh Freebell, 15 


$hou'd own another maſter: But to whom 
. 4398 1 Sage $7 


Does it belong? SPN CTR, oli ! 
Loe. An obſtinate old ma, 
Who by his own hard labour thence extorts wh 
A bare ſubſiſtence, breeding up a ſon, n, 
An active youth, now in the Cambrian camp. ** 

BRAN: Have you propoſed to purchaſe it? 
Loc. | ; E 8: 


I have 
Moſt frequently; but ſtill with ſurly pride 
He has refus'd —There'is no price, he cries, 
Can e'er prevail upon me to relinquiſh + 
My little home bequeath'd me by my poor, 
But honeſt father, — De Le þ Lab 
BRE N-: Take ſe den by ſoree. 
| Enter SERVANT. „ 
Whence this intruſion? © | | 


SER. | Sir, from Vortimer 
A meſſenger, but now in haſte arriv'd 
Deſires to be admitted, J r e e 
Bren. | ; Bid him enter TEAS | 
' 44S * [Exit Servants : 
We'll talk of that anon. - 3 
Eos, When it ſhall ſuit # 


' Your meeteſt leiſure to reſume the ſubjeQ. 
leave you to receive the royal mandate; 
Its purport may require your privac . a? 
Bren. I bave no ſecrets now apart from you 3 
Retire not then through ceremonigus form: 
He brings ſome news, perhaps. 
Loc. — — Whate'er his tidings, 
If ſuch as may be truſted to my hearing, 
. Yourſelf at leiſure, ſhall impart em to me. 
It ſhould be ſo, 5 | we. 
BAE N In all things you command 
„„ [Exit Locrine 
The king perhaps now ſends to urge my marchz 
To that my anſwer is prepar'd at full. 3 
Enter ELIDURE. 
ELI. Great Sir INST ? 74> 
By royal Vortimer's command I come, *. £0 
Charg'd with the utmoſt ſpeed to find you out, 
And in his highneſs' name to greet you well. 
Brazen, Declare his Will. 1 
TIME ADS Err. 
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FO Mey ir, te N Pricbilder. 


Ex! Thus then he bids we 
The ſally d Saxons with increaſing numbers 
On Bedwin's ſummit ſtill ſecurely lie; 
| t as by ſcouts he is inform'd, 
A powerful reinforcement z which a og 9 #1 
Onee more, tis thought, they mean to offer bande: 5 
He therefore wills you haſten to bis aid PL ee 
With all your force. 

Bren. pore aa 
In humbleſt terms of duty and reſpedt— 
Tell him, this expedition has ſo worn 
My men with weary watchings and fati 
That I was fain to halt 'em here a while 
To give em ſtrength to proſecute their beck, 
Beſides, a circumſtance of private nature : 
| N ſome delay. 3 
EL W hat ſaid you, ue | 
Ot private nature At a time like this en 
All private benefits are public frauds, 2 18 
Feriſh the man, who, when his country 1 — EE U. 
To fnateh her from the gripe of fell oppreſſion, 
To fave a wife, a parent, or a child, 
From bondage or from death, would baſely dare 3 
But to 3 e « though b for private ends, 234 | 
His own preterring to e publie weal . 

Bx EN, You are too len young man—lcarn what 

becomes yon. 
1 Vour pardom Sir; I meant not to offend, r 


Baz Ne Some three days hence,” I may we the 


How ſoon my prema fueconrs will arrive, 
As then I ſhafl have muſter d all my force. * 
Lou have your anſwer, Sir, and may de part. 


Eri. With all reſpef, I bumbl e 
Ft 1 Exit Elidure, 


"OR Who there ? 8 Leer Serv, 
M Lon! a a ; 


8ER. ＋ 
Bazn. Send M to my N 
| TM meet him there— he times d . 


| In my reſolves If I defer this les 

| _ ſoft—Edwena'comes! her ſweet . 

3 5 bak all other thoughts; and gently tunes 
Eac 


* alarm, to ſoft ning ſounds' of love. 


ab 


Beit Berwant, | 
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Eldred; the Britt holder . "YM 
Q | 4; ar, be 11 ſb Freebolder. + 17 5 


. Enter LOCRINE and EDWENA _ +? 
Loc. I have been pleading in your favour, Sir, 
With all the mildneſs of a parent's love,, 
And a fond father's ſoft ſeverity. MEER 

Bax. My life 8 upon your ſuit. 
oc, PE OO OT 9%, G24 

Her to reply. Daughter you know my mind; 

AR as your duty and my peace require. 


3 


Eo w. I ſhall endeavour, Sir, to bear myſelf _ 85 
As it may beſt become me. . 8 

Loc. Nea That is well „ 
And kindly ſpo ken. [Exit Locrine;.. 

Bxen, It oerjoys me, Madam, ere gf ohne 


To ſee your wonted ſpirits reaſſume 5 
Their kindly rule. Words wou'd attempt ig vain 
To paint the anxious feelings of a beat 
That throbb'd for your relief, f. 
Epw. +... Your kind concern 
Demands from me my warmeſt thanks, I hope 
I ſtand excuſed, or blameleſs in your thoughts, 
For my ſo ſudden and abrupt departure. 
BREN. Excus'd thou lovely fair one ! what cod e er 
Eſcape from thee, (all perfect as thou an), 4% 
In word or thought, requiring an excuſe ? | | f 
Jam a ſoldier, bred to hoarſer ſounds . 
Than ſoothing notes of compliment and love; | 
Elſe cou'd 1 dwell whole years upon thy praiſe, 
And, ſtill untir'd prolong the 8 80 1 theme. 
Vet, were I fraught with ſofte ; eloquence, | 
The lapfing time permits no more than this : 3 
Your 1 NAA have caught my heart; your father s will. - 
Kindly complies; and nothing now remains 
But your concurrence, to complete my bliſs. 
Ep w. Thus low, I thank you for the honour meant me, 
Which far my little merit over- rates 


And, as I wiſh not to excite your hopes, —© re, "A 
Or give you one unneceſſary doubt, © © 8 
With the ſame frankneſs you have uſed to me = 
PII freely ope the diQates of my foul— ' *' 7. ; 
Know, then, our hearts were never form d to. join? 
In the kind cordial ties of nuptial log. 

If, therefore, the few graces I can boaſt. pt 


View'd. by your partial eye, have lighted up Hh 80 
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18 Elna er, the Bricj Freehold. 
A pure, difintereſted noble flame, 


* 


Mt Diſplay that in-born virtue of the YE KEE 
No ſhew the friend, th' admirer, and the man, BY 


My father bids me "liſten to your ſuit, ' 
Or forfeit ever his paternal favour: | 
O fave me, then, Pa rom the ſevereſt ill . 
That can befall a child ! from the hard need * 
Of ihwarting a fond parent in his hopes | 
Thus proſtrate, I implore you to deviſe... 
Some means to frufirate this intended union, 
Some obſtacle as riſing from yourſelf j— _ 
And leave me here, as when your eyes firſt riew's we, 


The duteous daughter of a tender fre, 


Bee N. This poſture ill becomes thee, charming fair ; 3 
Riſe, powerful pleader —By my country's gods, 
The more thou talk'ſt devil my growing paſſion, 
The more thou doft endear thee to my love, 


j 


How ſhall 1 ſoften thy obdurate heart; : 


And work upon thy will ?—For life itſelf FEY! 
Were vain, and worthleſs, if pofſes'd without e 
Thou ſhalt be mine—Produce that pow'r on earth 


Shall dare to ſoatch thee from my raviſh'd hopes. 5 


Ep w. A pow'r thou wilt net comrade, 


B. ts OE Name it. 
"Epw, Thy own reſolves. {ff - 4 
BR EN. Thou ſpeak i in riddles, © | 
Ep w, Let me 


1 Expound * em to-thee :—know, my ende be, 


And my whole ſoul devoted to another 
BEA. Perdition to my hopes! 


enn for wt, 


Nor wiſh to 8 8 the i 0 a heart, nat 


* 


Its owner not wuhin. . as 


BRENYN. Pl Fata that; 


Ihe perſon once ſecur'd the mind may ftay, 
Or follow it at leiſure —Well I know. 


The childiſh fondneſs of this love-fit. gone, 


And girliſh prejudices once remov'd, 


'Thovw'lt thank me for the kind compulſion 0 done thee, 
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bur 8 the « Brinſs Bal, 72 "if " "_ 
Bren, © But ſhow'me this adwiir'd, -/ wh 
This happy wreerh. Pl fet aide wy pow'r, + 
And fairly meet in arms this fayourd rival, | | 
That we may prove who. beft deſerves thy love. 
Ep. Thou canſt not meet him upon, equal mt, 
His fires would flaſh intolerable day 4 
5 05 thy droo ing flame his va lour wou'd . 
en its touch his virtue ſhine 
A ove thy worth, as Heaven ſurpaſſes earth, 
| Wo. EN. I'd meet this man cg 4-1 "pg thaſs odds 
ne great Advantage gleaming on my 
Out-waigh ghs a Ry * th: thou doit forget, | 7 
A fathers fanden and a . will $4 
Declare for me; and both ſhall be exerted 
To force thy aerger to complignce. 1 65 
[Exit Ke 
Ep w. Exert em, then —ftrain ev'ry boaſted n. . 
| To rouſe a parent's rage: ſtill ſnalt thou find | | - 
How well a woman's heart, enthron'd in truth, 9 
Will fearleſs ww thee to the hateful we. - 4 « 


[Exit Eu 
SCENE changes te a Grove, 


Enter ELIDU RE. 


What i is the cauſe,” I cannot well divine.; | 
But from my heart I do not like this Brennus. 3 
There's ſomething, ſurely, couch'd in his reply 
Beyond my Fathom, —Yet I was to blame, 5 
To ſhew my warmth ſo much on the occaſion = _ 
But fill, I know not how, reſiſtleſs ruſbes CAE 
The ſwelling indignation through my . 
Prompting my youthful tongue, whene er! 
Such Juke warm languor in my country's: cauſe, i 
Or ſuch a cold reply —But let it reſt „ 
A while, —One moment 1 72 ſurely ſpare, Pars 
Uncenſur'd by my country or my king, 
To the all-pow'rful ties of yearning nature, 
To glad the eye of an r va] parent, 
And ſnatch one tender look a fond wife 


-- 
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Who pines in ſecret for my wiſſid return 85 
'm told ſhe paſe'd this way z—ſhe viſits, Ns, 
The oaken grove—T! 1 erh the well-known e, * 


20 Ellred; er, the Britiſh Freebolder.. 
Fro find the drooping fair, to eaſe her doubts \ 


And claſp her in « huſband's fond embrace. 4 
SCENE changes to another part of the Grove | 
Enter ED WE NA eroſſing the ſtage, and fitting down 
upon à green bank. ib yes 15g 
Ep w. Welcome, thou ſylvan ſcene, thou leafy grove - 
| Beneath whoſe ſilent ſhade my Elidure 45 
In accents bland oft op'd his copious heart, 
Teeming with virtuous love —Thou hoary oak, 
His faithful confidant, thy ae S 2h” i | 
Significant in look, ſpeak to my foul p 
Firmneſs and ſtrength ; and penſive in thy gloom, 
Thou ſpread'ſt a ſympathizing ſhave around, ' 
+ Grateful to melancholy —Here fit me down, 
Here mourn my Juckleſs fate, and ceaſeleſs weep 
The abſence of my love, my lord. my Elidure. , 
er ESIDURE.-  - 
Er 1. Behold him at thy feet. 
Epw. Ye gracious powers ! e 
EL i. Compole thyſelf, my love !!—diſmiſs thy doubts; 
Thy Elidure returns in ſafety back, RY ORE 
To gaze with tranſport on thy beauteous form, 
And preſs thee in the circling folds of Jove. _ 
Ep w. And art thou then ?—and art thou ſurely here? 
I can't perſuade my eyes to think this real, 
Leet me look on thee—'Tis, I'm nat decervd, 7 
It is my love, my life, my dear, dear huſband ! 
25 at this time, propitious powr's l to ſend him ; 
t is too much to bear; the rapt rous bliſs 
Attacks my brain.; I ſhall run mad with joy. 
Eri. My all of life! my everlaſting loze! 
Thou ſoft, thou bright inſpirer of my ſoul! 
Try to diveſt thee — theſe dear emotions, 
- And let this ſtorm, this wild exceſs of rapture,, 
Subſide into the ſmooth of Reafon's calm; 
For we muſt early part. | 
Ep w. Part !—Said'f thou, Part? 
O ſhow me not Elyſium's bliſsful plain, = 
Then blaſt me with a proſpect dread and wild. 
Nec, we will part no more Here will I hold thee; 
Not bere a father's. menaces can reach me. 
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Hi; the Brine, Fable. 
EL i. Hear me, api Tir os Weg My 


- 


With fancy'd ills. but to remove 
| Those beg. bars that hold * from thy fat bers ſan@ion | 
Jo take thee to my arm. he ſmiling Gods 1 
Have erow'd already, with fuccefsful dees 
My youthful-effoxts 3e nd, inſpir d by thee, 
The little ſervice I have done e ie, 
Has gain'd his early notite. Hither ſet 
His meſſenger, I come to ha ſten . . 
ow. Rehe! Ty 
ELI What — ſudden ſtart, Ewen, | = 
On mention of that name? Sis 
Epw, Nothing, . 3.719 
EL 1, Nay, but it does; elfe why more faintly gowns 
The ruby of thy lip? why ſilent Real - 
Thoſe pearly drops adown thy lovely cheeks ? 5 
EDW. I fear d new teeming dangers to the ſtate 1 
Had caus d this ſudden meſſage to the chf. 
ELI. 1 know that is not al}; for d F 
Have been familiar to thy fearful ear. ; 
Then, by our loves, by our chaſte: nuptial ritery | ; 
And by a huſband's tie upon * 0505 | | 17 - 
Relate the whole that preys hy ſouk. 


Ep w. Forgive . 40 hide ber. „ 
And to Wet from thee a J ach f ng * 


Full fraught with rin 
EL. I. i Lauck, 
And O relieve me of my pain. NY. 
Enw. Know the 
Alas! my tears o W - and-choak my words. 
ELI. I charge thee, ſpeak; my 5 will ad. 
diſtract me. 
Ep w. Know then, our gueſt even from bi ft arrival, 
View'd me with looks that flFd me with OR" Shs 
I form'd excuſes to avoid his fight; ” e 
Till forc'd at laſt ta liften to his tale, ane, 
He ſhock d me with a tender of his love. | 
ELI. Down, down, rebelling rage !-—Goon, ders 5 
Epw. Repelt'd, he fall perfifted in his fun, —< 
Nor heeded the engagements of my herr: 
Ev'n dard, beneath the ſanctien of a parent, T 
To threat'n me with an enfore'd ef] pouſal | 


Eri. 9 great Hear -O ſtrike him ad: 
229 cad 3 


8 : ee : s | 8 
22 Eldred er, the Britiſh Freebolder. 
Or if ſome plagues, beyond all human ken, 8 
Concecal'd remain in your great hoard of vengeance, 
dge them with pains acute, and let them pour 
In aggravated horrors on his hee. 
Ew. Nay, now you are too raſh; let patience rule. 
EL I. Away with Patience I tis advice miſplac d. 
When force wou'd violate a huſband's right, 
The gift of patience were the Joſs of hondur. 
Can I] behold théee, lovely as thou art. 
My life's beſt gem, the treaſure of my ſoul, 
- Torn from na by the ſacrilegious hang 
Of brutal violation—calmly look on, | 
And view the dire diſgrace with tame ſubmiſſion? 
No: ye juſt ruling gods, fill me brim-full | 
With great revenge. 
' Epw, Theſe paſſions rend my ſoul. 
Why will you fly into ſuch guſts of rage? 
How eaſy we to others counſel give, 
But want it in our own ſore time of need. 
My little tranſports, at thy dear return, 8 
Were interruptions to the leſſer claims a . CEO 
Of Time's neceſſity: yet when thou feet  —© 
Superior terrors blacFning o'er our heads, Weg 
Fearfully dreadful, raſhly to give way OE 
To Fury's frantic force, when o'er the mind 
Fair Prudence ſhou'd exert her wiſeſt ſway e 
To free us from theſe terrifying doubts ; 1 
Believe me, love, *'tis wrong it is un kind. 
ELI. Chide on, my life let me offend again, 
Again to hear the mild ſeverity, Waser n 
In ſoothing accents, ſoften on thy tongue 
I cou d recline me on this gentle boſom 
Till 1 forgot the dangers that ſurround us; 
No more remember the diſaſt'rous bars 
That thwart our nuptial loves —O ſpeak ! 
Attentive now I wait thy wiſe reſolves. - ] 
Epw. Thy warmth wou'd not permit me to relate, 
That Brennus knows not where my heart is lodge dd; 
Which ſhelters thee from his ſevere diſpleaſure. 
That circumſtance but in our lat extremity 
Muſt be reveal'd—Soon as the Hazy ev'ning 
Has ſpread o'er Idris top her twilight wing. 
Where yon brown rock o'erbangs the buſy . 5 
n= | WES ere. 
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Eldred; or, PO ee 
There will IL meet thee;—but before come, 
III try my ut oſt efforts with my father 
To ſhun this union, or at leaſt defor 7 bn Git 45 
The hated purpoſe till the chief's return. 
Meanwhile, perhaps, the gods may raiſe thy name... 
> By ſome great act a againſt the foe 
For Aer. my pra yrs to — ſhall ſtill be pour d; 3 
When, 1 high with valour and renown, : 
Thou may'ſt look downward upon Locrine's daughter, ) 
EL 1, By heay'n, the thought dilates my young ideas, 
2 viel bigh boding hopes, uplifts my. ſoul, 
| Expanding i into glory. God of war ! 
nſpire the daſtard foe to leave the holds 
85 which they lurk ; that, ſingling from the rapks 
© Their tow'ring chief, undaunted I may ruſh, 
Tear from his belm 'the variegated pJume, ; 
And-ſhew whoſe veins, the Saxons chiefs or mine, | 
In nobler currents bear the circling blood. | 
Ep w. I know thou wilt: and I, perhaps, may fee it; | 
May view thee lovely in the-ranks of war 1 
Behold the ſmile of conqueſt on thy-brow z ;,; 
And, mingling in the cheerful ſounds of eace,” 
Around thy temples twine the wreath o glory." 
For ſhou d my fire, inexorable ſtill, _ 
Relentleſs view my ſorrows and my tears, 
I'll meet thee, love, to ſhare thy doubtful fate, ; 
And, through the dark viciflitudes of life, 
Embrace thy perils, or partake thy j oys. 
But now the time forbids thee to reply ; 
An envious eye, malignant to our withes, | 
Might blaſt our faireſt hopes. "Retire, my lore 4 I 
Anon we meet again, a 
ELI. N Thou wilt not fail ? 214 
Epw. If life remains, I will not. Fare thee well. 
ELI. Let me not wait thee long. 
Eb w. Thou ſhalt not, love.. 
PII ſeize the firſt occaſion to retires. 
That, if neceſſity requires our flight, 


© 


Ere morning dawnr we may eſcape le darch | f 174 
Of all inquiry. ; Pat : | 
ELI. Deareſt life, adieu - 


Kind heav'n, that guards the virtuous, watch thy Reps, 
And 0 preſerve. and take thee to its care! 


: [Exit Elidure. 
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__Epw. Amen rote me, Pore ever drs on ; 
The criſis of my fate Shrink not, my heart? 
A huſband's comfort, and thy own exiſtence, 65, 

Are now at een, thou art to e 


Teach me, great Nature! I -pow'rful Kill, / 
Te ſoothe the rigour of. n parent's will ;:. 0 


| And melthim with the ae ee 4610 72 
7 ALY 0 THe" ss õοẽ,ẽjꝙ ↄ 91 3 
e er „ 
SCENE 4 Hil, 5 
Enter BRENNUS, A Servant following, 


B RE NN U.S. 8 

0 tell your maſter F attend him A0 Ser 
She muſt, and ſfiall, be mine; for OI feel 
Her charms have rak d a flame within my. n 

Which nothing but puſſeſſion can aſſuage a a 
Ik I can urge rg „ 
His 5 purpoſe, her unyielding hd; LITE 24 
Shall naught deter me. Should he waver once, 
Jhave * will and means to make her mine; 
And Hen giſt's favour ſets me above owe 5 2 70 
But that muſt be my ultimate reſour ce; 
1 thereby ſorfeit the eſteem of Locrine 
And quit perhaps pretenſions to her RS: 29% . 
No trifling objeQ that — No, I muſt try. 87760 
All means to keep the father in my fayour.” nnen 
This farm he covets that ma fomething x b! 
1 To fix him mine. Its owner ſhall conſent, 

Or plead his grievance in the world below. 

The father comes. Can I perfuade him once 
To fix an early period for our marriage, 
1 ſhall not fear io keep him to his Wr. 

Enter LOCRIN E. 

'Lo c. My noble friend, Þwait upon your will | 

 Baen.. Your beauteous daughter, : „ e 

Loc. Is your 3. Henceforth |. 
1 on you. Lows; 24] 
BAER. > ts my raptor'd heart 
"Only can tell * Such the konour'd ſound | 
Delights my ears. ny Sir, the lady's choice | 
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Eldred; or, the Britiſh Freebolder. 25 
Loc. Her choice! how is her giddy choice con, 
Where a wiſe father's juſt and prudent will, 
 Matur'd with reaſon, by experience form d, 
Directs her lot in life ?—This girliſh flame, | 195 
By childiſh. folly fed, will-ſoon evaporate Boa. 
In mild reflection quench d by n love TAR 
And your endearing fondneſs, on Kg HE: 
Bren. P Apt 
Who is this rival of my 1 ? 
WE: As .yet 
have not learn'd ; nor in her reſent temper © 
Chooſe I to make inquiry, If ſuſpicion 
Wou' d let me gueſs, it is a beardleſs boy, 
Who in our expedition did her ſervice. 


A whim of childiſh gratitude, forſooth, 
Not worth our notice. 


Bren. wo You ha ve fon her ys. 441 5 
It Pee ſince our late interview ? | 
| 1 have; 


And 1855 herſelf diſtinctively receivd _ 

Your converſation's purport, Now I left her 

With ſolemn charge, and fatherly injunQion 

To reconcile her, wiſhes to her duty, 

And to prepare for her'a Ronny nuptials, 

Bazxn, How ſhall I thank you or your generous aid. 

Thus kindly interpoſing in my favour ? f 

Loc. No more, my fon, My wiſhes are WR __ 

By adding to the number of thoſe names ws 

That grace my family, a man of worth, 

Of honour, and of courage to defend 2 

From hoſtile inſults, or from private wrongs, —- 

My houſe's dignity.—Vour worth once known, 33 
My daughter, red'ning with a conſcious bluſh, 
. Shall wonder at her childiſh efforts mage | 
To blaſt her worldly, bliſs—- „ þ 

BaBN. My utmoſt care 
Shall be exerted to 2 your . 5 n e 
And win your dau ove. ir | 

Loc. , 5 I doubt ĩt not. 78 „5 

BRE. Bul tell me, Sir; with anxious featulpuls, 

I aſk ; Have you yet fd within your mind 

Our nuptial day ? The meſſenger, but now 
In haſte arriv'd, FOR ork ſpeedy march ; 
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Eldred; or, the Britiſh Freebollep. # 


1 cannot, therefore, long excuſe wy ſtay wal. 
With juſt pretence. 91 51 72 


The third returning fas, 4 Aon 


With your conſent, mall view the happy hay (= 1 


BREN. Impatiently I wait the wiſh'd event, 


SER, 


n 


Conduct dim fac 


Mean time my place, 
Shall ftrain their weary' 
be ultimate completion of your with." * 48 


Enter 


er fer: off and my ftgength, 
faculties, to gain 


a SERVANT, 


Old Eldred, Sir — 1 8 


The man you wiſh'd to 900 
[Exit Servant, 
We'll ſound him on the lubject, 


And "BE our future plan from the reſult, | 


Enter ELDRE D. 


Health and good fortune crown the proſp'rous 6 5 


Of my great lord.—l fear I do intrude ) 
Loc, Not ſo- thou art moſt welcome; tell me what 


Makes thee my houſe's viſitor to day? 


EL D., This morn, before the cock with cheerly y note 


Had, thrice proclaiming, haild the coming mY 
And warn d its'maſter to his early care, C 
1 Jroſe and liſten d to the teeming rain, | 
And the loud whiſtling of the hollow 'blaſt 
That ſhook my little bovel—till, fubſiding, 
'The whit'ning clouds in ſightleſs atoms fled, * 
Preſenting to my ken the gladſome blue, 
And Idris cliffs in gliſt'ning ſun-beams clad, - 
| [I pac'd the paſture ſlowly to the brook, 
Which then I found foaming in angry mood, 
And fighting with its banks The boiling element 
Too quarrelſome my angle to admit, | 


TRE | = but look and wonder at the flood. 


Let n 


Its mounds o erpaſs d, onward the torrent came, 
Eddyin 


around the mead—A ruſhy hill 


ded on the ſw 


My-aged eyes diſtin 
A fearful hare—The trembling creature roſe, | 
And, leaning on the ruſhes for „ | 

Fell frighted in—Plunging, ſhe fought the land, 
Where anxiouly | ſtood—Op'ning my arms, 
The little animal approach'd me near, 
And ſwam into my gra 


Loc. 


e, within whoſe covert 
Iy cou'd perceive 


ſ 
" Dian thou deſtroy i it 2 
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Zidred; or, the Britiſh Freebelder. 27 

Ex b. Not for the boundleſs world Poor fool! ſays], 
Thou vrag ts not where thou com'ſt. Cautious, thou 
A wat'ry death, and ſwim'ſt to man for ſafety; ; 
Man, more deſtruQtive to thy timid race, 
Than all thy other enemies of nature.— | | 
But fear not me; there ſhall no harm come to thee: - 9 
Had I the means, I'd fence for thee a field, | 
Feed thee with care, and fave thee from the gins 
Of ſavage mortals, or the hawk's fell pounce. 
Burt all eng PI do i' carry thee _. e 
To a fair miſtreſs, the belov'd Edwena. 7 
Thou'lt be a partner for her little fawn, 
Eat from her ſnowy hand, and fearleſs hear 
The hallooing hunter or the op'ning hound, — 

Loc, Haſt thou . daughter ? 

ELv. | No, my lord; ; 

] hear her health permits not Gracious Heav'n, 
Prolong her years, to bleſs your latter life 
With comfort and with joy {ſ— _ 

Loc, .- - "Thanks, gentle Eldred. 
Was it, old man, —-when'laft { ſaw thee here 
think it was—we ſome time held diſcourſe | 
Concerning thy eſtate ? Perhaps ere this 25 85 
Thou'ſt better thought: PI ſtill make good my offer. 
_ *EuDp.: Why will you touch upon the only ſtring 
That jars upon the ſenſe? Pye told you oft. - 
My little hovel was my little all 5 ' © 
My all of wordly wealth, my all of life. 

Suppoſe a ſtranger traverſing theſe: vales, ts #19. 


FLIES 
. 4 - 
* * 


That gentleman, for inſtance, or ſome other, 


And fancying the beauty of your houſe, _ 

Should ſay to you This likes me for a home; 

Propoſe your price for it, and there's your gold 

Would you relinquiſh your delightful ſpot, - 3:5 

Your morning's pleaſure, and your mid-day's joy, 

To waſte your ev ning in a land of forrow :- 
Loc. That caſe is different  _ | 


Eur. T 

My lord, from mine? It may in magnitude, _ 

But not in ſemblance — This aſpiring dome * - 

Your bluſhing gardens, and your waying groves, Rev: 
„es rn; Wee, 


© 


28 - Eldred; or, the Britiſh Freebolder, 

Are not of more ſignificance to you. 
Than are to me my lowly lattic'd ſhed, 

n holly, and my whit'ning thorn. 
oc. Thy argument is founded upon error. 

My manſion quitted cou'd not be replac ccd 
With one more elegant, or uſeful to me : | 
For thy mean cot, | offer thee ſuch worth 
As wou'd procure for thee a fair retreat, 
Provide thee dainties, and prolong thy life 
With heartfelt eaſe and laſting happineſss. | 

Eu. With happineſs ? can you-enſure me that ? 
I fear me, no I- that is not your's to give, * 
Our happineſs, cuncentred in the mind, 
By no criterion can be fix'd or try'd ; 
Imperfed ſtill in its moſt perfect ſtate z 

And to enjoy it pure, without alla, 

Were not to be a Mortal. —You, my lord, 
Though feaſting at the table of profuſion, 

With envious eye behold my daten caxe.— 
J with my frugal meal enjoy content, 

One ſtep before you in the road to bliſs ; 

But ſtill there is a ſomething unpoſſeſs d 

My ſon, my age's darling, facing death 

In ev'ry horrid ſhape, will force a ſigh ; 

Will keep my eye unclos'd upon my pillow. _ 
BRE. "Tis mine to aid thee there.—I can procure 
His abſence from the camp, and ſend him home, 
Ex p. But how I —Ingloriouſſy !—Sojudge-me Heav'n! 
I'd rather view him bteathleſs on his bier, 
And tell the wounds upon his manly breaſt, 
| Than ſee him loiter indolently here, - 

When my great country s wrongs demand his ſword. 

BEN. IAI give him honour, and promote his rank. 
Ed. Canſt thou give him courage ?—Thar's the ſtaff 

Of blooming glory. Canſt thou give him virtue 2 — 
That's the flag of fame: De void of thoſe, _ ten roy 
How canſt chou give him honour ?-—having tbem, 

How canſt thou hold ãt from him ?-—"T is not, Sir, 
An empty ſound, a feather, or a badge, 
But worth alone that dignifies the blood. — 
My boy, I hope, inherits that within, bf 8 
Will, unaffiſted, find its way to notice. 
Or my old lectures have been thrown away. 


When 
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' - Eldred; or, the, Britiſh Fr eebolder. 4 29. 


When thete-invaders threat ned firſt our vales, 


My ſword, in peace long ruſting o'er the hearth, 
I buckled to his fide, and gave this leſſon $7 
My ſon, thy country calls for aid—that ſwor d, 


Once this old arm's acquaintance ſeeks thy graſp. 
Unſheath'd, let ſtrength and juſtice guide the blow. 
Victorious, {till to mercy lend an ear; | 


And if thy riſing virtues ere ſhou d call thee, 


To the great nation's ſenate, then remember 

That honeſty's thy, only agent there— 

This makes the chief, the hero, and the man! | 
BRENM. This mode of ſpeech ill ſuits thy ꝓoor be- 


ſeeming, 


And far out-ſoars the teaching of a ruſtic $5 


Haſt thou e'er ſerved is battle? ? 

EL p. ned Ne, . ine 4 
And weather'd many a weariſome campaign; 
But not amidſt theſe hills. Our ſtreams were then 
Unting'd with native red= we ſought the enemy 


| Cloſe at their ſhips. O that the youthful blood 


Wou'd rolling back, re-animate theſe veins, 

As when on the Brigantian ſhore we fought _ 

Unequal numbers !—By your fire I tood; 

A rocky fragment bore him proſtrate down. 

Before him ſtraight 1 plung'd into the waves; 

Up to my ſides 1 plung'd.— The fteely torm _ 

Burſt harmleſs o'er my head, —Y our father roſe, 

Our ranks rejein'd, and drove the frighted hoſt 

To ſeek for ſafety in their floating tow'rs.— 

There at a diſtance they beheld our land 

With longing looks; but inteſtine feuds now | 

Sapping our vitals, eat our ſinews through, 

And give a willing entrance to the foe. OOTY 
Loc. This circumſtance I've heard from thee before; 

"Tis foreign to our purpoſe.— 
ELD, Sir, your pardon. ; 

You muſt excuſe the foi ble of my years. 

Whene'er the converfation winds my thoughts 

To youthful recollection, from the heart 


f 


| The feeble ſtream that feeds my eve of life 


In gurgling bubbles ſeeks its former courſe, f = . 
With age long parch'd ; yet ere the crazy whee! 
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30 FPlived; or, the Britiſh Freebolder. 
Of motion turns, the waſting eurrent ſtops,— 
Your leave, Sir, to withdraw. Eg GIO ; 

Le. inn 
Comply with my requeſt ???:?:;ſʒh kk 
EL Let me not ſay, - | 

Iwill not no, my kind Lord I cannot 
Heav'n turn your thoughts from wiſhing me ſuch ſorrow, 
My father's ſhade wou'd haunt me for the deed.— 
His dying words I never can forget 
_*'Twixt broken groans, with falt ring voice he cry'd, - 
I ſoon mult part with thee; my deareſt Eldred, © 
And all ihe comforts of my little home. 

In early days drank ſome ſweets of glory, 

And taſted too the bitters of a court, 

Jo find repoſe in the decline of life, + 

1 ſought my rural cot; where ſoft content 
A frugal board, and thy dear company—- _ - 
; Thou Image of thy mother !=gave me bliſs, - 

In affluence unknown.-—T his ſcanty patrimony, 


| (| All which the graſp of greedy faQtion left me— - 


He wou'd have ſaid—I charge thee ſtil] preſerve 
His look confeſs d it: but a deep-feteb'd ſigh 
Cut ſhort his words, and ſhrouded him in death. 


il hen let theſe eyes grow dim within the hatch, 


That wept my father's exit. May you enjoy 
Pour days in eaſe, and may your laſt remains 
Reſt with the relics of your ſacred fires, [Exit Eldred. 
Loc. Well, my ſon, what think you of this peaſant ? 
„ Bex There's danger in the man: he ought not, Sir, 
Jo breathe the air ſo cloſely to your dwelling, 4 
Loc. Point out the means by which I may prevent it. 
Bren. Pronounte the word l ba ve within my call, 
A friendly hand wil} rid you of his preſence; 
Loc. That myſt not be ;—for though 1 cou'd with 
PEN 7-5 e 
Frown him to duſt, and ſeize upon my wiſh ; 
Yet ſhou'd not force exert its iron form ; 
To ſtigmatize the deed with crueity, 
Beſides, it were not ſafe: he's much belov d 
The ſon he mentions, too, with youthful feats 
Has won the Hearts of the young peafanitry, 
Cou'd ſome device be found with juſtice yeil da, 
| Bren, Believe it donez—1 will about it ftraight, 
RET: „ [Exit Brennus. 


C: 


— 


— 
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" Eldred, or, the 2 Reben, 1 


Loc. Speed thy intents, my ſon for ſuch the hate 
I bear within my ſoul to this old ruſtic, 
2 till I find the-means to.moye him Rs: eld 
My flee will be unſound. Nor are his lands 
The only eauſe of the diſlike I bare him - 
75 Ibis ſon of his has ſurely wrought upon 8 * 
n The 9 N ſenſe of my deladed child: 5 
| And though I ſeemed to Brennus but to fight - | 17 Ty 
Her ſhyneſs to his ſuit, yet was ĩt but 
A ſeeming ; for numberleſs the reaſons are 1 7 
ED That wake my fears, Woud 1 were ſatisfied ! 


Who waits? | 1 **. 
SER. FN | My Lord! _ „ 

Loc. Inform the fair Eliaa wee | 

I'd ſpeak with her. 40164 [Exit Servant, 


g Sbe ſomething. urely Fu, 
And vill not fail to tell me her obſervings. 
If facts do juſtify me fears, by he nn 
The ſon and ſire ſhall both ſeverely feel 
The fatal force of my deſerved diſpleaſure. 
| Enter ELIZA; .- 

Lhe: Come near, Eliza. I eſteem thee much, 
1 lov'd thy father well; and that mos ; „„ 
Is now transferred to thee. - I do believe  *© 
Thou woud'fl not ſee me plunging i in perplexity, 
If it were thine to free me from my doubts. _ 


d. ELIZz. Be moſt aſſur d I would not. 

? Loc, | Know then, Fliza, LOS IN 

r, My learn perſinde me, that old Eldred's ſon. Lien; p 
Is the mean object of my daughter's wiſhs | 

4 did not think ſhe wou'd have {toop'd fo low 

' oF But yet ſuſpicions ſtrongly point it tg me. 
Has aught relating to it reach d thy-knowled 7 

th EL1z.- Igrieve to think you ſhou d en we, Sing 


Of any thing inclining to connivance. 
At what — give on heart a mement' Spain 
Loc, No, nog 1 know. thou would', not, You 
| excuſe | | 4 
The needleſs queſtion ; * my fears ſuggeſt 17.1 
Thoughts even beyond belief, - But ſay, Kline, 


; Has he been ſeen by her today? n 
ETA AIS. Today l "at 
N Loc. Ves; lem told he was the meſſenger... TER: 


Who: came from Vortimer. Saw ſt chou him not? 


32 Elired; er, 5 g Freebolder.. 


F 


; IN: * 
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EL Iz. No, on my word. „ Zan 
Leer Has the bers left ee „ . 
ELT. I did not quit her room 

But durin the Bees by your converſe beld. 4 
Loc, fs well. 1 thou wilt employ thy coanter” F 


To reconcile and bring Net to her duty, 


Go to her chamber, and employ” thy friendſhip 


. To gain the ſecret. Ere I reſt I'll Know it z 


And yet I wou'd not willingly exert” 

A father's ſtern authority to force her. 
ELtz. Did you requeſt ſhe'd tell you, Sir 7 
ee I did ; 


And more than once inclinable ſhe ſeem'd, 


But her emotions .oyercame her will. 


Away, my friend—I'Il viſit her anon, rune 1 
And hope to find her in a better mood, [Exit Eliza, 


long to hear how Brennus has provecded 


Againſt t this ſtubborn clown, And here he comes, $ 
Enter BRENN U-S.. 


A Welcome, my ſon. What news? 


BAE NM. I. give you joy: 
By this time, Sir, your wiſhes are complete. 
Wilt pleaſe you walk this way—ere Jong, perhaps, | 
Your preſence may, be wanted—as' e paſs 


I ſhall relate our * p 


Loc. | T attend; lz. 
scENE change to a Wood | with a nat Rock 
Enter E D WE. N A. 


Here ſtands 8 pointed rock, I know it t well. 
There tow'rs the cliff that frowns upon the — 


On this ſoft green- ſward bank, tradition tells, 
The airy train of nimble footed ſpirits, * 
Tripping their fairy eircle by the ſhine 


Of the tranſparent moon, were wont to dance 
Their nightly gambols. How contriv'd the ſcene 
To work our fancy to the tales belief! | 
Even I, though deſperate and ſavage grown, 


— 


Unſhrinking cannot view the duſky dread 

Which yawns around me—Hark ! — tis only fancy 
All Rillall huſh d no foot Reps but = on | 
Diſturb 


a 3 on, the v Frecholier. 1 33 . 


Elidure, what Miſchief: — beſnl'n thee 2 TREES 
My Eli father, cruel and unnatural, wat E 1 
Thus to Wen me to theſe Hard e b e 
Not yet arriv'd Protect me gracious . 11 
Let me not ſink beneath inereaſing fears. 
Some noiſe — Tis ſurely heit is My life . 
Enter ELTD U RE. a 
Why haſt thou ſtaid ſo long an me, love. e 
ELI. Edwena! >: it 
EW 55 Why do Ny chow tremble thao Alu! 
Whence this confuſion ? Anſwer me! Fell 
EI. 5 | N 
Faſt as my hearts quick throbbings will it, * 
From the tall grove where I beheld thee 4 b 
With haſty ſteps 1 ſought my father's houſe, 
Enger to feel, in a fond parent's arm, 
The lad ning welcome gf a ſon's return, 
The door was elosd.— The vale I travers d e er 
He was not there. — The pendant brow 1 climbed, 
From whoſe ſoft ſurface, ſevering the clod, 


With daily toil hg culls-his winter's fre: 1 


My ſearch was fruitles —Downward as 1 Jook'd „ 

Pacing the foot-path with his aged 

His walk from far I knew, I ran, Few, 

Eager to lighten his enfeebled am 

Of ſomething which he bore. Ere Lartiv'd, | 

A ruthan crew had ſeiz'd:the aged man, 

And forc'd him, -helplefs, back. The hindmoſt two 7 

] levelVd with the ſo&—Qne roſie me: more . 

The reſt had felt my arm, had not their leader, 

Seizing by the throat the ere defenceleſs victim, 

Cloſs s at his breaſt pointed the gleaming ſteel. 

| Forbear, raſh man, he-cried:; or, by the gods I; | 

This weapon drinks his blood. My er LA 

Commands me to arreſt: this hoary traitor. . 

His ſervant's __ full forely he'll terenge 4 2 of 

And nothing but thy own can make th' attonement. 

Appall'd, my "wx lifted 

And tacitly | view'd him borne away. 
Epw. Myſterious pow'rs !—The fates are leago' 7 

againſt us, 
Au oy — 'd rage compleats our in. 414 
renun 


fword withheld-its plows! 5 1 1 


. 2 3 e * 


* 


„ . Bldredz or, thy Bringe Precholior. 


Brennus ſuſpeQs thee; this ſome jealous plot Ca AR 


. 


To drive thy youthful heat to deſperation. 
Thy father's innocenc had ſtood ſecure. 
How could'ſt thou be ſo raſi :) © 199 07 &U 
EI... mene: 
Whoſe kindred veins o'erflow'd with filial love, 
And boil'd with courage to avow his duty? 

The ſavage villians, with. opprobrious taunts, 
Arraign'd his innocent old age with guilt, 

And ſcornful, brandiſh'd o'er his filyer locks 

Their ruthleſs blades—courageous, *cauſe ſecure ; 
While ſilent and ſerene, the good old man | 

_ Calmly refign'd him to their brutal malice = 
Epw. What can I think ? or how can [| reſolve? 
* thou urge or how haſt thou determind ? 
Hark 1 7 e 


"oF by 0% # 
B+ 54 5 ; 


ELI. Speak ! who's there? © [I Enter Eliza, 

EL Iz. V oor 145 25 7 

EU! dN 7. e 
What brings thee here, my friend? 
ELIIZ. With haſty fleps- 


I fled to find you out. Scarce were you gone 

When Eldred, guarded by an armed force, 

Was brought into the hall, accus'd of treaſon 

And now in cloſe tonfinement waits his trial. 

But what concerns your preſent ſafety more, 

A band of men, by Brennus's commancg 

Was inftantly diſpatch'd to ſearch for Elidure, © | 
With orders to ſecure and bring him back, | 

To anſwer for the death of an attendant 

They ſay he flew, | * 4 8 

ELI I. Hllaſtel let us hence, my love. 


Ep w. But whither hence ?—Shall1, along with thee, 


+ Attempt the hopeleſs means of an eſcape ? 
Retard thy flight, entangle thee more ſurely- | 
Within the toils'thar wait thy lagging ſteps? 

Be witneſs to thy fall--behold thee feiz'd;, . 
Torn from my arms, and murder'd in my fight? - 
Or ſhall I ſeek again my hated home, 

And, in the hearing of thy father's groans, _ 

Be dragg'd to loath'd embraces ? Mad@'ning thought! 
No; here's my habitation, This ſhall be | 
My long, my laſt abode. Come then, Deſpair ! : ; 

e : | rive 


ff * 


Eldred; or, the Britiſh Freebilder. 35 
Drive from my brain the little ſenſe that's left: 
And thron'd in terror, reſt upon my eye. 
Off, . eee give me robes that ſuit me: 
wn,; flowing treſſes ! wanton in the winds— 
Bleed, bleed; my fleſh ! deep furrow'd with the thorns 
That yield thee food; and, when with toil 'outweary'd 
Seek for thy pillow on this couch of Nature. 
E II. Cruel Edwena! thus to rack my ſoul 
With ill- tim'd burſtings of a fruitleſs rage. | 
Recall thy recolleQion. Thy complaints 
Deſtroy the ſhare of reaſon Nature dealt me, 
Reflect, my love: the eriſis of our fate 
Is now upon the hinge: — to heſitate | 
Will ruin us for ever. Hear me, Edwena. + 
EL1z, © You both are too much ruffled for reflection. 
Attend to the advice which coolneſs dictates. ; 
You, Elidure, with eaſe may make your way 
Acroſs.the cliffs—you know each hidden tract. — 
F'er morning dawn, you'll reach your prince's camp; - 
Fall at his feet, and tell your hapleſs ſtory; _. 
He is too upright, not to give redreſs — | 
Mean time, do you return, and ſeek your chamber; 
Your abſence is not known, Smooth your ſad brow 
Before this rude invader of your peace; 
Preſerye your huſband's father from the blow 
That's aim'd againſt his life; and ere the day 
That's meant for your eſpouſals, Elidure 
* May be return'd again, | truſt, in joy, 
Bearing his prince's pardon for his raſhneſss. 
Epw. Art thou Eliza, or our guardian ange! 
Sent to ſpeak comfort in that friendly form? _- 
The breath of eloquence inſpires thy words, we 
And prudence guides thy tongue. Begone, my love 
Fly quickly hence, fly from this place of danger; 
Before theſe cruel blood-hounds trace thy ſteps. - 
ELI. And leave thee here? Oh heart-diſtracting 
„„ 1 8 
But hard neceſſity is in the ſcale. 
And weighs beyond my will- Vet in my breaſt 
A ſecret ſomething whiſpers me to ſtay, 
To ſave Edwena, and preſerve a father. 3 
Ep w. That wou'd bring inſtant ruin on us all. 
Farewell - when can I hope for thy return? is 
1 b | 3 * L 0 
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ELI. If fortune ſmiles, before to-morrow's ſun 
Shall climb the ſheep of heav'n, . 1 
EW. One laſt abr e 
Err. If 550 would' ſt have us part, aA tyſa's 
For while I hear "y voice, my feet are. brd, 


Are rooted n DE 
chy „ 1 fo 


EDw. - | * |. Be ſafery th 
And hov'ring angels thy unerring uides. 
Ws . [Exeunt Edzvena and Eliza. 
Ex I, er —.— thou all that's dear Tee 
pow 
| That watch o'er :am0cence; and virtue guard, 
Compaſſionate my father's hoary locks ! 
| Compaſſionate Edwena's ſore affliction! | 
- Preſerve them harmlefs from thoſe” deadly ſaares 
That circle them around: Point me to right, 
To follow the juſt dictates of your will, 


And O! your mediating powr's diſpenſe, | f 
To ſave from frenzy my perplexing ſenfe, _ 
_ Exert your heav'nly mandates to controul __ 
_ Theſe agonizing tumults i in my ſoul. 


23 ee hs ; leer Elder 


END OF THE "THIRD aer. 
e e e 
8 CEN E, A Chanter, 
E DW E N A. 


, 

A T leng th the morn's arriy' -von eaſtern kill, 
Fring A with a golden ne Hidgaghaae | 

Exulting e and abroad proclaims 

| The jocund entry of the lord of EIT ; 

_ How, all creation gladdens at the view! 

To me it yields ſome dawn, and ſtrikes a gleam 

- Through the thick horror and condenſing 7: rd 
That overhang my ſoul. Ere this, I truſt, | : 
My Elidure is ſafe; at. leaſt no nes 


I wonder, though, Eliza is not here 
I wiſl'd her call n me with the waking lark. 
She comes, and cheerful c A wre wile 
Beams confidence within. 


. of 1 | 5 | EL12z. 
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EI IJ. My lovely friend, 
Good day. I hope your mind is more at eaſe 


Than when J ſaw you laſt. 


'Epw, Thanks, godd Eliza. 7 | 
My weary thoughts, at length oerwhelm'd with grief, 
Sought an aſylum in a pleaſing lumber. 


I dreamt, as on a precipice | ſtood, 
Juſt darting from its ſummit to avoid 
A monſter gaping with a hideous yawn - \ 


Ang eager to deyour me, ſuddenly 


My Elidure, array'd in burniſh'd arms, 

And gliding in a golden car, preſervd me 
From deſtruction. There, enthron'd, I fat 
In happineſs and glory. But the joy, 
Too pow'rful, ſevering the bands of fleep, 
Brought back my 8 to ſad reality. 


And yet, fantaſtie as t 


e viſion was, 


So forcibly it wrought upon my mind, 
The dear impreſſion is not quite remov'd, - 
But ſhoots a diſtant ray of expeQation | 


To my reviving hopes. 


ELI2. Vour dream portends 


A happy termination to your woes. 
Ep w. So ſays my wiſh—But has t 


bere aught tranſpir d 


Of Elidure ſince laſt we ſpoke together ? N 
ELIZ. Not a word.—I ſent, as you requeſted 


\ 


A meſſenger to gain intelligence ; 
But nothing could he learn. 


Epw. What hear'ſt thou then 


Of Eldred ? 


EL1iz, Cloſe confin'd withinthe cell, 


He till remains. 


Ep w. What is their charge againſt him ? 


EL1z, Some act of treaſon, as 


Jam informd; 


But what diſtindtly cannot yet be gather'd; 


Epw. I doubt, my father ! thou haft play'd him 


falſe 


Thoſe fields of his have long difturb'd thy peace, 
And now, I fear, bring ruin on their maſter, ” 
EL1z, Heay'n pardon you the thought !--you cannot, 


ſ 


©. | le 
Suſpedt a parent of ſo dark 8 deed, 


7 WOW. 
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38 Plured; er, the Britiſh Freebilder. © 


Epw. EldredT can't ; nor wou'd I doubt my fat 
Brennus I ſhou'd ſuſpe& 4 to him alone 5 * 0 hes, 
The guilt 1 wou'd impute—there turn, Suſpicion, 
Thy dark envenom'd eye. And, O Eliza 
If e'er thou loved'ſt me, now thy friendſhip join 

| To aid my efforts in a good man's cauſe, 3 

W Tell me, my friend! which way can I af. 

3 85 F 
Eo w. Find out the meffenger you juſt now mention d; 

Let him again endeavour to obt ain 

An interview with Eldred—Bid him ſay, 

My ſervices are lab'ring in his favour : 

Wiſh him to keep his firmneſs and his patience / 

Beneath his load of mortifying wrongs. - 
And, as I dare not perſonally wait 

The ifſue of his trial, let the man 

With diligence obſerve each circumſtance, 

And bring me preſent notice of th* event. 
ELIZz. With care I ſhall perform the friendly office. 
Ep w. Fly, my Eliza land return with ſpeed, [Ex. Elia 

Mean time I'll importune the rightous gods -- 

To ſave my huſband, and to clear his father, 
po | EY; FT bs [Exit Edweua. 


£ SCEN E changes t9 a Hall, 
Enter LOCRINE and BRENNUS talking. 
Loc. Granted all this—ſuppoſe the ſon no more, 


Ihe father too ta'eroff—how can I hold, 


With any ſhow of right their patrimony ? 
Bxen, Nothing more plain —ConviRted, as they 
| ſhall be, 85 = . 
Of murder and of treaſon, their eſtate 
I ſeize for the king's uſe, and give to you. 
The thing, too trifling for the royal notice, 
Mill cauſe no queſtion ; or ſuppoſe it ſhou d, 
You'll find my int'reſt and my pow'r too great 
To hetd inquiry, 3 5 
Loc. Moves it not your wonder 
The villain eou'd eſcape the hot purſuit ? 
Such numbers too!! : 5 
BRE. T hear he took the rock, 
Favour'd by darkneſs and his thorough koowledge 
Of the wild pathleſs height.—But faithful * 
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 Eltred; or; the: Britiſh Freebolder.' 3 © 
r, | Who bears diſpatches from me to the king, 3 
With his two hardy comrades, all well arm'd, 
Ere this have laid him low. Such were my orders 3 + 
Or, if they reach d him not upon the road, l $8 
Jo ſeek the royal tent, and get command 

To ſeize him as a murderer in the camp: 


4 


- | Enter 8 ERV ANT. | 
| 8ER. The priſoner, my lord, attends without. 
i BRN. Bring him in.— I Ex Ser —Wilryou examine 
Or ſhall 1? 5 | the delinquent ? 


Loc. Do you; it beſt will ſuit you, 
I muſt not ſeem to interfere in this. 
Bren, *Twere better not,*unleſs neceflity  - 
Requires you ſhou'd. Fl] ſoon diſpatch the buſineſs. 
Enter EL DR E. in chains. Guards, Er. 
Doſt thou now come, diſſimulating veteran, 
To gull our ſenſes with the maſk of truth, 
«Whilſt all within is perfidy and treaſon ? =» 


| EL p. It is not, lord, a mark of dignity, - 

4 Thus to inſult the feelings of diſtreſs; 
Nor yet of equity, to flander innocence ' '. * 
With aggravating epithets of guilt, . 
Till facts indelible have prov'd the crime. 


BAE. That we ſhall ſoon effect. Produce the 
witneſs. 1 RR, 
EL.n, Firſt let me know We 

Tm order'd here, or who's to be my judge? 

I own no ruler but my king; no laws 

But of my country. Sacred may they be, 

And curs'd the wretch that offers to ſubyert them? 

If, by thoſe powr's a magiſtrate appointed, 

You call me to my anſwer . obey: -x 

If not, though helpleſs, aged, and in chains, 

I wilt withſtand the will r 1 e 

And, with my lateſt breath, defy thy mandate 
Bx EN. Thou haſt not yet, I find, 1 thy boaſting, 

Thy ill-tim'd pride, and low- born inſolence. Ty 

El b. What call thou boaſting ?—honeſt utterance! 

- What call'ſt thou inſolence ?—a conſciouſneſs /* 
Of unthought guile and native reQitude! v7 Fas 
A ſoul, with guilt unſully'd, cannot ſhrink - _ C 
Beneath oppreſſive threats—And, hear me, Sir: 
The ſilver ſtreamlet EIS from the ſpring,” 5 | 
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40 Eldred; or, the Britiſh Ervebeler. ' 
Is not more free from the polluting ſoil, 2 
Than is my breaſt exempt from conſcious ill. 
BRE N. Profeſſions, without facts, are but the maſks 
Of artful vililany, the cloaks of fallacy, | 
To gain belief from unfuſpecting hearers, 
And fin with leſſer fear of a detection. 
Such are the motives of thy vain aſſertions ? 
Elfe why decline a hearing of thy actions ? 
Erp, Why wilt thou urge me utter thoſe aſſertions # 
Or why compel me to diſpute thy office ? 
ALIENS approv'd, I fhall await my doom 
With truth-rob'd confidence and calm ſubmiſſion, 
Barn. I come not here to argue my authority 
With. every ſtubborn fool that dares deny it, 
But, that thy wily cunning may ſuggeſt 
No room for captious hindrance or cavil, 
Know then, by legal right, by legal deputation, 
Thou ſeeſt me here, a chief and magiſtrate, 
With orders to exert the force of law. 
To puniſh rapine and controul injuſtice, 
ELn. I might require a clearer certainty 
Of thy appointment, than this bare recital, 
But beſt an individual like me e 
Shou'd riſk ſome wrong, than by punctilious doubts 
To ſtay the courſe of juſtice, or retard 
The fmalleft execution of the laws. 
What have your witneſſes to urge againſt me? 
Bren, Elind, ſtand forth. 


ELII un. My lord! N 
BRE N. Know'ſt thou this man? 
ieee Moſt perfectly. 1 


BRE NM. Say what of him thou know ſt. 
EL Iod. The morning of that memarable day 
When Hengiſt firſt gain d acceſs to our vales, 
Sent by your order to ſurvey the paſs » 

Which you were ſtation'd to defend, I found 

All ſafe —each man attentive to his poſt. 

When down a ſplinter'd crevice of the cliff, 

_ A paſſage by no human footſteps preſs'd, 

Except the native ſhepherds of the hill 
Seeking ſome ſtraggler wander'd from the flock, 
I thought I faw the gleaming of a helm. 
Advancing nearer, my aſtomſh'd eye 


Perceivs 


* 


Perceiv d diſtinQly the unthought-of tract : | | | 
Unboſoming a band of armed men. 
And he, that rebel, pointing out the way; 
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L haften'd to acquaint you with the tidings, - _ 


* 


* too late—l need not ſay the reſt. _ 


Nn ESLIPIT IONS 7 67 

What can thy hoary artifice ſuggeſt, 

Why ſentence ſhould not inſtantly be paſs'd, _ 

Such as thy crime deſerves? 
ETP. ĩðò mxlodT. 

Why ſhou'd I plead, why offer a defence, 

When you, my judge, ſeem wiſhful to promote 

And ſpeak me condemnation? Here I fwear 

By the great ſacred Ruler of the ſky, 2 Pons 

I 4 no more of this alleged crime, | 

Than does the babe before its infant cry 

Waits its arrival in this lahd of ſorrow. _—- 
BAENM. Thy mere denial will not be admitted- - 

Unleſs ſome witneſs can atteſt thy innocence; _ 

Thy crime ſtands prov'd, and the award is death. 

LD, I have no witneſs but an heneſt heart; 

No friends to back me, but my ſpotleſs thoughts; 

No vouchers but my own plain words—alas ! 

Too ineffeQua] to excite remorſe 

In thee my hard and ſtony adverſary + 

No, no, fond tongue; vain are the ſounds of truth 

The lamb unheeded bleats within the grafp 

Of the devouring wolf—My guiltleſs lite 

Is the devoted victim—W ou'd that were all! 

Fd yield it freely But a keener ſtab  — 2 

Pierces my ſtraining vitals Hold, my heart, : 

Thy wonted firmneſs—burft not ere thy time— 

Lord Locrine—hear me—'tis to thee I now - 

Addreſs my ſpeech.— | 

Loc. Goon, I am attentive. n 
EL D. Does not a livid paleneſs taint thy cheek, 

To view theſe chains corrode my aged fleſh, 

And filent like an unconcern'd ſpectator, 

Behold me fall by the ſtern hand of pow'r, 

Becauſe by villiany 1 have been hunted 


— g 


KEN. Too well we know it.— Thou rebellious 


And drove within her pale? Or haſt thou train'd _ 


em in the cry - 


The bloody pack, and join d 


Too 
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42 Elared; or, the Britiſh Freebolder«s 
Too ſure, thou haft ; and dearly I abide _ 
My late refuſal of thy proffer'd purchaſe— 
Yes, there's my ſource of ill what elſe cou'd raiſe 
This deep - laid plot againſt my harmleſs life 
 Inhuman robber's -was it not enough „ 
To ſpoil me of my all, but, with my being, _ 
You'd plunder my good name, traduce my memory, 
And whelm a fon too in his parent's ruin ?— 
Sit faſt, my brain, and turn not with the thought 
My boy! my virtuous boy ! thy killing wrongs 
Cut deeper than my own—Cruel reflection. 
Oh | the ſharp trying pang—it grinds—it breaks. 
The crackling cords that bind the feat of life, | 
Shatters the crazy texture of my frame, 
And drags the craſhing fabric to the earth. 
Loc. Inſinuating wretch l how darſt thou thus, 
Attack my charaQer and name, in terms 
do dark and groſsly vile 7—I had defign'd 
To interpofe my voice in thy behalf; 
But thou haſt forfeited my kind intentions. 
Canſt thou exped from ſuch opprobrious language 
Jo merit mercy, or gain our pity ? RO 
| ELn, Mercy I hope not, that's-againſt your Int reſſ : 
' Faſkno pity, tis. not in your natures; 
Elſe cou d your flinty botoms-ne'er ſuggeſt 
A thought ſo. bloody, barbarous, and ſavage, 
| To ſubje@ a poor, helpleſs, innocent. 11 
Old man to miſery like mine. 
BAREN. No more: | 


« 


_ - Hear what the law decrees. For that thou haft,, 


In vile deſpite of nature's neareſt impulſe, 


Aſſiſted in their cruel depredations 


Britain's deteſted foes thy all and life 
Become the legal forfeits of the ſtate. | 

Guards, take him hence, and execute the fentence, 

 Eup, A little longer, but a little longer, 

And part of that hard ſentence had been needleſs !=. 
Aſſiſt ſome friendly hand, to raiſe me up : 
Grant me the laſt kind favour you can give, 

' Your help to bear me from the fatal fight + 
Of thoſe death-darting baſiliſłs !—Yet—hold— 
One word before I go.—Great Gods that view 
The thoughts of man—you know my heart, 


— 


| Tow 
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Eltred; or, the Britiſh Preebolder. © 43 
You ſee the ray of i innocence around i WK 0 re S” 
Receive me to your care—and O forgive . 

My perſecutors—on their triakday | e 
Let them not want that merey and that pity xy, 
Which many hearts- > ly have denied me. 
E [Speak 3 3 enter Edumům 
Ep w. [Speaking to the guar are out an 
Defer your Js + — — a moment 3 3 
Ye miniſters of Death. Forgive me, Sir, | 
If I preſume a while to-ſtay your mandates ; | 
[Exit-Brennus and Eliud with Serwant. 
And you, my father, that I intermeddle 
In what perhaps you term beyond my ſphere.— 
But, oh! wat behold you plunging down | 
A boundleſs ſteep of miv'oy, with-hold 
My filial hand to ſave you from the danger ? 
Obſerve that face can ils inhabit there? 
And ſure, you cou'd not reſt your head in peace, 
And bear within. your breaſt the hard reflection, 
That you had deftin'd innocence to death |— — 
What [ honeſt Eldred !—the man fo long reverd 
For rectitude, the mirror of uprightneſs |— 
O Sir | reflect before it be too late, . 
Preſerve your name from the deteſted blot | 
His fate muſt bring upon it: —nor ſhall nine Eb 
Eſcape the tai too- muſt ſhare the ſtigma £4 
And liſping lips ſhall brand me as I paſs, No 1 
As daughter to the murderer of virtue - 
Loc. —— theſe emotions? whence this bens 
ervor ? 
Or why theſe vain fuggeſtions ?—Know'ſt thou not, 
The laws, not I, have doom'd his guilty fall — Tx 
His crime ap rov'd and clear, by what pretence. © 
Can M avert the righteous ſtroke of juſtice?? 

Z Ep w. Alas, my lord I did unte here preſide— | 
But I'm. your daughter; and it ill becomes me 
To ſay what tongues indifferent will urge 

As the vindictive mercenary cauſe 
Of his deſtruction.— Or ſuppoſe him guilty z * 
= my ſake, Sir, preſerve him. O reflect, 
11 K. ve me ſecond being his ſon redeem'd | 
eeting life, or now you had been 1076 
ny turn nat from me tis your daughter ſues, 


Tour 


4 44 Eldred; or, the Brit ; — 


| 


. 


: - 
x 


1 And ties of kindred—Elidure's my huſband. | 


| 


1 
+ 
| 

; 


Your loy'd Edwenz—muſt I ſue in vain? 
No; I will cling, thus claſp around your Knees, | 
Till rifing pity beams upon your brow, -- 1: 
And cheers me with the lambent light of. mercy. - 

Loc, I charge thee riſe, and ceaſe thy frunleſs Gait, 
- Perverſe and headſtrong girl ! By heav'n I ſwear, 
Were I inclin'd to mercy, thou haſt roug'd.' 
RefleQions in my breaſt, that wou'd at once 
Deſtroy the riſing charitable thought — 
Thy motives for this fooliſh partiality | | 
Are not to me unknown—A way—retire— | 
Hence to thy chamber—Harbour not a wiſh -  - 
Againſt thy duty, or beneath thy rank. | 

vw. Yes, Sir, I will; I — obfer d wy y duty. 

My duty bids me uſe my utmoſt means 
To ſave from wrongs that venerable man. 
And ſinee intreaties cannot reach your heart, 
Nor wake you to the gentle calls of pity, 
Il try the ſympathizing pow'rs of nature, 


Loc.  Perdition to chat word 1 
Eto... Benignant heay'n! 
Epw, Yes, Eldred's ſon, his Elidure's my huband. 
Loc, O grant me eee ye eternal pow'rs |- 
To bear that cutting — girl, 
Go ſhare thy buſband's fate; for by yon heav 65 
hear, henceforth, renounce all intercourſe N 
With thee and thine. Mark, I diſclaim thee. Hence ! 
| Fly from this roof, and ſee my face no more !- 
[Exit Locrine. 
Eo w. Severe reſolve—unnatural decree |= © - 
Yet ſhakes it not the diftates of my ſoul. | 
ELD. My keavnly guardian! m yy proteQing angel ! 
'Thus let me kneel, and thank thee for thy care. 
. Epw. O Sir, forbear k nor cover me with bluſhes. 
Firſt let me crave your bleſſing, and your pardon, 
For that I have ſo long conceal'd your ſtate, 
And left you ſubjeQ to ſuch cruel-wrongs, [Kneele, . 
"kit. 2 child my benefakweſe 798: | 
44 [Kneels and embraces | 
"Enter BRENNUS. of nt 
: See beſtow'd | 
| The merited reward ; he has,. e 
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Eltred; or, the Britiſh Freebolder, f 
Our warmeſt thanks, Madam, I muſt command | 
. Your ſpeedy ſeparation; tis not fit | 
You ſhould behold the ſequel—Eliud 
Shall bring yow preſently our farther will. . 
Remove your priſoner, and guard him well. [To Gu. 

Ep w. Slaves, touch him not ſtand back, and learn - 

your diſtance. 895 * 
"Tis I defend him II -and ere your ſwords 
Can touch his guiltleſs life, my own heart's blood , 
Shall bathe their reeking points And, monſter ! thou, -' 

Thou too ſhould'ſt tremble at the words I utter, 
For know the valiant Elidure approaches ; 

Secure I truſt he comes, with royal grace, 

To ſave a father, and proteQ a wife; | 
When, if thou dar'ſt attempt the hopeleſs trial, 

A parent's rightous cauſe, and his bold arm, 

Shall whelm thee down with terror and diſmay, 

BRENM. I own ſhall not meet him willingly ; 

I hope to live a little longer, Madam, | 

For hear, inſulting female! and let fall 
bi hopes — That boaſter is no more. 
| DW, . 

ELD. Heavn's! If | 5 
 Bxen. A meſſenger has juſt now brought me word, 
That, overta'en near Oerddrew's knotty brow, » 
And call'd to turn and anſwer for his guilt, 

He ſpurn'd their pow'r, and in the conflict fell. 


[ Edwena falls, | 
EL 5. O fave that ſinking excellence f | 
| = - + [Enter Elias 


Bail. oy ge Ay | 
Intruding dotard—ſeize and bear him off. 
EIL D. Look there——will you Oh ! —ean you force 
With me hence, 3 el, 95 
Ithout one parting word —0one longing look A 
BEN. 8 — Miles his cell, 
There wait my farther purpoſe. „ 
EI. b. Hence aſſaſſins - 
Thou viper thou unfeeling viper - monſter 
BEN. Remove him from my ſight. ; 
ELo, . Murder !—no help?— 
Hear me then, gods !=O let this monſter ſuffer 
Torments unknow n—yet uninyented pains, 


Forma 
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46 FEldred; or, 'the Britiſh Freebolder. 
Form'd by the-firſt of wo-creating furies z © 
That he may feel anguiſh immenſe as mine, - 
Stings ſharp as now pierce my poor aged boſom, _ 
Rend my weak ftraining eye ſtrings, and cut ſhort 


The faint expiring ſobs of weary nature, [Is carried * 
Bazn, How fares Edwena ? does the breathe ? 


EL1z. Not yet. 
Bren. Aﬀiſt her with thy care, while 1 attend 
Her father [Exit Brennus 


ELiz, Friend !—Edwena !—ſure the life 
Is fled. No, ſhe revives — - 
Ew. Pour flay was long 5 
My love. How cold thou art l—2 deadly wat | 
Spreads o'er thy cheek Why doſt thou fly me fo * 
Stay ſof. Where am I ?—— | 


L 12. Guard her reaſon, hea vn! 
Epw. Eliza—oh— 12 
Er1z: | | nr gig you, madam ? | 


Ep w 
At leaſt I ſhall be fas 3 for oh, I feel 
The cold damp hand of death upon my heart, 
EE, thy arm—ſupport me. Where is Eldred * 
Liz. The guards have led him 


Ep w. Ah me! to 1%" 9m F 
- Er1z, No, madam 3 to his cell. 
Edv. Conduct me thither. 


ELI z. "Might I adviſe ye, ſeek compoſure firſt, 
Ep w. Ne ? in the grave ?—that peaceful conch 
alone 
Can give compoſure to diftreſs'd Eüwens 5 
Think'ſt thou, thus exil'd from a parent's love, ; 
My bufband murder'd, and his father doom'd 
Io death's hard conflic, aught can bring relief 
To my afflicting agonizing pangs, -- 
But the dark confines of the ſilent tomb? —— 
To thoſe bleſt manſions, Eldred, I'll attend thee, 
In ſearch of happineſs « denied us here: 


There walk with Elidure che bliſsful — ö 
Where wo intrudes not, nor 1 1 rei 

Sharing thoſe bleſſings which the gods di 3 | 
To e truth and heav n- born innocenee. 


[Exeunt Edenena and Elisa, 
LND or THE FOURTH ACT. 
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* 4 £54 lt 4% iS ane HEY be = G * * 
” ” : - SALTER k Sen fi : 
5 27 


Aud; of, the Britiſh Preebolder. | 
PA, nn DE We £515" 208 ; 
e 8... i 
Enter BRENNUS, and ELIUD following, 


BRENNUS, 
o news of Morg n yet? 
ELivn. None, my good lord. 


BARENY. Why comes not Eric? 
ELi up. Si, he is not found. 
BREN. Had he the promis d gold ? 
ErIup. He had. 
Bren. I wiſh, 
Now leiſure ſuits, miautely to 1 
How chanc'd their meeting with t . Elder, 
And by what means he fell. Report to me 
Each circumſtance as to thyſelf related. 
EL Ivo. Near as my memory will jet Not far 
: Your faithful party, with impatient ſteps, 
Had meaſur'd the aſcent to Oerddrew's cliff, 
Beyond the grove of Guannus, when above, 
In clinking ſounds, - the looſen'd ſtones betray'd 
The certain tread of feet :—ſoon was deſeryd 
Upon the brow the ſculkin Fugitive, 
Bladud, moſt fleet of foot, rk gain'd the paſs | 
That leads to Mouthy's vale, waylaid the ſlave, _ 
And ſunk beneath his might, Morgan in vain "> 20 
Ruſh'd on to ſave his friend: —bimfelf had fall'n 0 
Before the daring foe, had not arock, 
Lanch'd from fierce Eric's arm, repell'd- -his death, 
And left an eaſy conqueſt for their ſwords, 
Bren, erb let him reſt. But what of Morgan 
then? | 
EL1un. Diſpatching Eric back to bear the news 
Of the event, he poſted to the ea deal, 
On ſpecial meſſage, as I underſt 


From you. 11 
BRAEN. Ere this he might te been ne, 1 
- Error! _ He furely might. 4. 4208 


Bren, The moment he arrives 


Let me have notice. - 
EL10UD., . - Sir, moſt certainly, 


Bax x. Who had tho watch laſt night FE: 


43 FPEldred;; or, the Britiſh Freebolder. 
EL1vp. Till the third cock, 
My Lord, twas mine. ; TOY 
REN, Know'ſt thou if Locrine's daughter 
© Sought for admittance at the cell this morning? 
; Ei1iup, She has not, Sir; but meſſengers, I hear, 
Requeſting entrance, oft have been refus d. 
Bxen, How bore ſhe her denial yeſterday? ? 
ELiuvp. With all the burſt of diſappointed rage; 
Till, quite exhauſted with the force of paſſion, 
- Her ſpirits ſunk to ſenſeleſs inattention ; 
When, by the friendly counſel of Eliza, 


I help'd to bear her to her own appartment. 


BA EN. Let her be told, if it now ſuits her will, 
She has my leave to ſee the priſoner; 
And ſend me inſtant word of her arrival. 
ELI up. I ſhall obſerve, my lord. | 
Ba N. When Morgan comes, 
Forget not prefently to bear me tidings. - : 
 ErL1vp. You ſhall not, Sir, have cauſe to doubt my 
| care. V [Exit Eliud. 
BRAEN. Thy zeal ſhall be rewarded. Morgan's ſtay 
Creates ſuſpence. I wou'd he were return'd ! 
This league of friendſhip with the Saxon king 


-  Concluded once, my project were ſecure 


Locrine, grown frantic through ungoyern'd fury, 
Seems quite depriv'd of reaſon ; which affords me 
A juſt pretence to manage his affairs 
As his intended fon, The huſband's death 
Has rendered, too, more probable the union ; 
And Eldred's prefent ſentence and confinement 
May prove the means to forward that event; _ 
At leaſt it ſhall be tried, —Yes, rs on dame ! 
In ſpight of all your boaſted fortitude | 
T'll yet find means to bend you to my will. 
| | x ; [Exit Brennus. 


"SCENE changes to. © Priſon, 
ELDRED diſcover'd in chains upon the ground. 


Exp. Welcome, my valliant boy !——Soft—foft— 
| where am? | - 
O flatt'ring fantaſy !—thou balm of wo! 
Thou balſam grateful to affliction's wounds! 


Ho 
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 Elared; 
How well haſt thou beguil'd the weary hour! 

But now with ecſtaſy I view'd my ſon | 
Crown'd with the wreath of conqueſt ; while afar, 
In peals of plaudits, rung the deafning ſhouts _ 
Of victory and joy—when lo, I wake - 
To the ſad horrors of a dungeon's gloom 

Robb'd of my Elidure, my heart's ſole comfort, 
What am I now,?—the ſcoff of human nature 
A belpleſs, childleſs, and diſtreſsd old man! 

I'll try to riſe 8 ſo - Tis morn— Once more 


= 
E - 
» ”_ 


- 
ww 


I ſee the light—perhaps for the laſt tim. 


Shrink not, my fleſh, nor ſhudfier at the though. 
My life o'ercaſt in its approaching eve, 
And juſt deſcending to the ſhade of night, 
Why ſhould I tremble to behold the veil | 
Of endleſs peace drawn oer my cloſing eye? 
Caſt off that frown, inexorable death f 8 
Thou haſt no terror for a ſpotleſs boſom: 
For if the mind ſurvives the body's exit, 
That Pow'r which gives it being will diſpenſe 
The juſt rewards that wait a right'ous life; 
Or if in death all ſenſe of thought expires, 
Then with that thought all feeling muſt be loſt; 
Thus, hopeful of the beſt, and of the worſt 
Regardleſs, will I meet the ſtroke of fate, * 
And yield me, cheerful, to the will of heav'n 
"EDWENA d(withou,) PD 
have your maſter's orders for admittance, _ 
ELD. Hark, - [Enter Edwena, 
Epw. Where art thou, Eldred?  - | 
ELD. That benignant voice 
Strikes harmonizing ſoftneſs through the ſoul; 
And beams a day of cheerfulneſs, around 
This ſolitary cell, — My heav'nly viſitor ! 
O how hall 1 receive thee in this drear, 
This deathful manſion! 3 
ED W. Thou much injur'd man, 
I come to ſhare the woes. The tyger grows 
Unnatural; and | have leave at length | 
To mix my tears with thine —Have I thy hand 
And do I find thee fafe ?How haſt thou been? 
ErD: As weltas piercing miſeries, like mine, 
Wou'd give me leave ? 3 
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ar, the Britiſh Freebolder. 49 5 


50 ae, 6 „ the Brake: Pockathy. 


* * * * 


EU w-. Fa in would I ſee thy face; | 
But the dim 2 of diſtant day 
Glimmer too faintly through this cavern'd gloom, 
Let me conduct thee to the light: our foes, 
Though ripe with ſavageneſs, will ſcarce deny 
That favour to me. Lean upon my arm. eg 
EL p. In vain try for words to ſpeak my thanks ; 
*T wovu'd poſe the pow'r of language, Silent, then, 
Let me admire thy worth—while the big tear 


. fan, my joy, my gratitude, and wonder. 


— 


[Exeunt Edwena and Eldred 


8 * E NE Ho ed Area before the Dungeon. 
Re- enter EDWENA, leading Eldred, 
e [To the guards, who retire. 


Friends, give us leave a while ; at diſtance wait, 
And ſeek not to intrude upon our converſe. 


ED. A little farther—yet a little farther— - 


Let me encroach upon thy gentle nature: 


"The air's reſreſhment, grateful] to the ſenſe, : 

Cheers my oid frame, and lightens theſe hard ſhakles. 
Epw. Wou'd I cou'd bear their TR. —Alas i my 
father. 6 

How pale thou look'tt — , 
ELp. Thou pattern of all renldinels. 


Ibis kind concern ſpeaks comfort to my ſufferings. 


But oh! thy fight, afflicted as thou art, : 
Gives heart felt anguiſh for thy cruel wrongs 
Far keener than my own; and in my mind 


Rouſes refleQions 1 wov'd willingly + 


Eraſe from memories diſtracted page — 
O fly this place t=«defert my [uckleſs fate 


Peſare drag thee down into deſtruction. 


Thy torch newelighted, glows tranſparent! 


With firength and elearnefs, and may ſpotleſs ſhine 


An age to come :—then let not my weak lamp 
Pollute that brightneſs with its xing ſmother, 


But twinkling fink unnotic'd in its ſocket, 


Eb Ww. Alas! thov know'ſt but little of the firmneſs 
E&wena's breaſt contains, fo think I cou'd _ 
Endure a weary loathfome life — ne y, life 
On faireſt terms, and ſuffer the loy'd father 
Of my Elidure—O Sir II geed your aid 


— 
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Eldred; or, the Britiſh Freebolder, $v = 
On mention of that name, the briny torrent ö 
Out- burſts its limits, and the ſtrong emotion 
Ofercomes the pow'rs of ſpeech· --- 
EIPꝰ. - Brightexcellenee! - 8 0 
Look down, my ſon—my boy - my Elidure—- 

If yet thou haſt not gain d the realms of bliſs, 
But ſtay'ft to make me partner of thy flight; 8 


Look down, and view this model of perfection, 
Of truth, of virtue, and connubial fondneſs ! 
Yes, my pale love ! can I behold thy father; | 
My father too, (for I've no parent now | EC 
But him), a prey to piercing miſeries, =» OE 
Anguiſh, and death, and look unheeding on? — 
Away, vile thought !-—No, no, thou injur d goodneſs, 
Tl wait thee-ev'n in death; for ſhopld thy foes, 
Refuſe to join me in thy cruel ſentence, | 
If there be water, ſteel, or pointed rocks, 
FII find ſome means to rid me of this clay, 
And lead thee fleeting to my huſband's ſhade,  — - 
ELD, Take heed, fair creature there thou'sf{ quit 
| he pg | e 
Of thy uprĩghtneſs That were a foul attack 
On heayen's prerogative, a theft againſt | 
The moſt Supreme, which ſorely wou'd inthral thee. 
Life for a life is human forfeiture ; - -  _ © 5 
But he who robs the gods of his own being, 
Though he evade his miſeries on earth, 
To keener pains muſt be conſign'd hereafter. | : 
How coud'ſt thou bear to view thy huſband's ſhade 
Treading the bliſsful valleys of Elyfrum, e 
Whilſt thou, ſecluded from thoſe bright abodes, 
Art doom'd to wander o'er a barren waſte 
For ſuicide, the ſad eternal manſion— 4 ep 
Epw. Oh, Sir! I feel your words as flakes of ice; 
At once they cut, and freeze my wounded ſoul. 
Inſtruct me how to bear the threatning miſchief, 
ELD. With reſignation yo-the higher Pow'rs, 
Await thy diſſolution. I and Elidure ; | 
Will hover o'er thee till thy hour of fate. #2 
Then, joining, wing our flight to happier regjons, 
Where man's 1njuftice can no more undo us. 
Eow, That wiſh'd event were purchas'd cheap 
| indeed, 2 F it's 
ETA Evan 
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3 Tei; or, the Britiſh Freeboldur. 
Ev'n by an age of wo. And yet, alas! . 
How can my ſuff ring nature bear the taſk - 
But foon begins the trial for my ſum 35 
Of earthly ills concentre in that form! 

Euter BRENNUS and Guards. 
BRE NM. You two remain within ;—the reſt retire 

And cloſely guard the portal.— 80, Madam, 

Jou ſtill,” I find, embrace the tott'ring ruin; 
Nor will regard the dread impending danger, 
Till whelar'd in the deſtruction. . 
En Ww. Sljhameleſs monſter! 
Thou art my ruin— thou art my deſtruction. 
Who elſe but thee cut off the growing branch 7 
And com'ſt thou now to fell the ſick' ning ſtem ? - 

BERN. I come, ill-natur' d fair one, to aſſuage 

Thy preſent anguiſh, and reſtore thy peace. 4 
Ep w. Canſt thou bring back the life ? recal the 

breath? 0 0 / 

Bid it re-animate its earthly frame, 

And give it toreſume its vital motion? — 

No, no, thou canſt not! — Hence, then, with thy vain 

Inſidious arts—I will not be deluded. - 9 
BREN l come not here profuſely to expend 

A waſte of time in fruitleſs altercation. 

Then to the point—T hy huſband now no more, 

Thou haft no tie to hold thee from my ſuit, 


Thy father's contract gives thee to my arms; 


My right, unalienable but by death. R 

Vet ſtil I-won'd not wiſh to uſe the means 

Of harſh conſtraint, unleſs I am compelVd 

By thy moroſe and obſtinate 8 eee. 

Eldred's diſtreſs ſorely thou ſeem'ſt to mourn ; 

He ſhall be free—this moment P11 releaſe him, 

So thou'lt ſubmit thee calmly to the rites 

Thy father's with and my true paſſion urge — 

Start'ſt thou this inſtant yield thee to my offer, 

Or, by the gods! he dies Il wait no forms; 

But inſtant have him ftrangled in thy ſight, 

Exp. O liſten not to his accurſed propoſal] ! 
Stain not, bright innocent, thy ſpotleſs boſom _ 

With ſuch a ſhameful aQ.—W hat !—marry him !— 

Brennus! the hateful murderer of thy huſpand 


Nature cries out and ſhudgers at the union, 8 
a | | See, 
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Elred; or, the Britiſh Freebolder. 
See, at thy feet, an injur'd father begs | 
The fate he threats, ſooner than linger here xaos: © 
A wretched life preſerv'd by thy undoing. 0 $408 
O let me die a thouſand, thouſand deaths, 
Rather than he, that monſter, ſhou'd ſucceed, 
And triumph in bis villany ;—for then x 
Each day, each hour, each moment, were a death _ 
Attended with excruciating torments — 3 
Ep w. Riſe, reverend fire, thy arguments prevail, 
Decide the ſtruggling conflict in my breaſt 1 49 
Twixt filial pĩity and my tortur d virtue, 
And rouſe my coward nature to its duty. TER, 
Know then, thou wretch ! that I deſpiſe thy threatnings. 
Here ſheath thy was) nee uffer death, 
Nay,” what is worſe than twice ten thouſand deaths, 
Unſhrinking ſee him breathleſs—c'er 1 yield - 
To thy deteſted, to thy loath'd embraces.  *- | 
BRE A. Vil put thee to the teſt—perform your orders. 
| . [To guards going io ſeize Eldred. 
Epw, Hold, ye infernal miniſters of death, 
Jou do miſtake your office I'm the criminal ; 
I'm the ſole object of your maſters rage: 
On me, on me, turn all your cruelty; :- 3 
BRE N. No heſitation, ſlaves ] obey my will. 
| [Seize Eld: 
ELD. O for my liberty and youth !—Away— ; 
Off, hirelings, off—or you will rouſe a flame x4 * 
Will forge theſe fetters into edged arms, 4 
To hack ye, ſlaves!  _ 6 
[Wreſfts himſelf from them, and ſtaggers againſt the ſeene. ' 
REN. Take, then, thy fate from me. (il 
Epw. O hold thy murdering hand Bs 
Brew. Away, vain woman ; | 
Conſent thee to my wiſhes, or he falls— ' 
EL 1. [Spelling without. | | 
Stand by, ye helliſh guards! and let me paſs: 
Who dares reſiſtance, dies | 


Epw, | What heavenly found - 
Accoſts my ears? 19 
Bren, Secure the inner door. [Exit Guards 


ELI. Aſſault the portal; feize thoſe flying ſlaves !— 
. Epw. Is it his mortal voice, or from above R 
Comes he to ſnatch us from the threat'ning graſp. - 

Of crnelty and guilt - [uf . Elind weturns. * 
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_ _Erivy. M,y lord! young e | 
Attended with a Band of armed youths, 
Is breaking through the N 
BRE W. nn the tongue 
That tells it, 
Ew. Tyrant! now—now vainly lern 
Or ſupplicate thy fellow fiends to aid thee — - 
outs and claſh of Swords, 
| Hear'ft thou thoſe ſhouts ? melodiouſly they found, — 
My huſband comes, to ſhake the deathful blade, 
My huſband comes!——yes, tremble at the word, 
- Toftrike thee nerveleſs with his forceful arm, 
And gleam confuſion to thy guilty ſight. 
Exp. Break, break, ye crackling . my ola 
- eyes | 
Will burſt with expectation elſe to ſee 
My boy, my Elidure. 
BR ER. That ſhall aot be 


fe 


3 On earth: for ſince Im taken in the toil, 


LA lud craſh as of the bur fling 1 gates, 
I'll have my vengeance ere the hunters ſerze me. 
Die, wretch I [Offers to hill Eldred. 
Ener- ELIDURE, ina rich Saxon dreſs, who rum 
5 in between Eldred and Brenus. © 
EI. Hold, hateful monſter !/ hither turn 


Thy murd'rous point, This boſom will not ſhrink. 


BEN. Be thou a man or demon, VI! aflail thee— 
Yet, ere we cloſe, give anſwer to my queſtion; 
Art thou an earthly, or immortal being? 
For I e thee dead. 
| That I gill live, 


Theſe firm ſubſtantial nerves ſhall let thee know. 
I here arreſt thee, traitor ; therefore yield thee, 


Or thou dieſt, Such are my ſovereign's orders, 


BRE. Aſſail'd by odds, and circled thus around, 
Yet fearleſs will 1 Ft the teſt. Strike home, 
And if I ſhrink 
ELI. No words; have at thy heart. 


"HE (Fight. Brennus falls 


ELD, Su don my ſon, ye pow'rs !—He falls—he 

- fal bm 

BREN. Perfidious chance! di (graceful deſtiny !ſ—_ 
Thus—thus to link beneath a peaſant's ſtroke ! — 
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And yet, the veil of prejudice, remov'dd, ĩ 

My fall is juſt—Pm caught within the net 

My hand had ſpread—Excuſe it, gods! and oh ¶ Diss. 
En. e 9 
Eli. Mͤy 8 belovd Edwennan. 

Ep w. O my ſurviving love my deareſt huſband ! 

Art thou not hurt? No, no, I elaſp, I have thee 

Safe in my arm But let me view thee well - 

What has befall'n thee ) —let me know it all. 
ELI. O my dear love, the ſtory of my fortune 

Since I beheld theo laſt, ſhall be related 725 

When better leiſure ſuits—At preſent this 

The vile aſſaſſins on the cliff o'ertook me. | 

The firſt advancing, -heedleſs of his ſafety, - © 

Had felt my vengeance ere his friends arri d. 

The odds I combated—Morgan receiv'd 

The death he merited—The other fled ; - - 

And by a faithleſs lie, receiv'd the wages 


of. © + 


Of a deceitful and deceived villain _ e 
Ep w. But whence this change of dreſs this ſtrange 
Equipment? | 3 TE 


ELI. Morgan expiring, with a'confcious dread, . *_} 
Confeſs'd, that he, by Brennus's command. _ 
Forg'd the foul falſehood of my father's treaſon: . _ 3 
For which, in ſome degree, to make amends, 29 „ 
He gave me from his boſom a black ſcroll 
As ere diſgrac'd the pen of wickedneſs ; 

Terms of an hated league and combination 

To ſell his country to her mortal foe, | 
I bore them to the camp—where I arriyd - = 
As the two armies, in battalia rang d, 1 
Each other fac d. A Saxon of vaſt ſtrength h 
Challeng'd the braveſt of our hoſt—On me 
Our gracious king conferr'd the glorious tax: 
I fought, and I ſubdu'd the haug ity braggart. 
His arms and dreſs, and earneſt of rewards, 
Vou now behold.— The Sa xon's death at once 

Struck terror to the enemy, and courage 
To our tranſported ranks. The victorx 1 
Declar'd for Vortimer; who preſenti 47 
Gave ear to my complainings, and redreſs d e m. | 
For, well convinc'd. of Brennus's defection, 
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lle ſent me to heap vengeance on the traitor, 
Commander in his room. 

EW. Great Heavn, in this 

. Your juſtice ſhines eonſpicuous; for which, 
And all your bleſſings, my glad heart o&'erflows 

With wonder and with thanks. 5 

„Enter E LI ZA. 

ELI IZ. he news 1 bring * 

Will damp, I fear, your preſent glow of fortune, - 

Locrine, eſcaping in the general uproar, 2 

Outſtripp'd purſuit 3 and gaining the round turret 


l ſaw him breathleſs brought into the houſe, 
And preſently made haſte to tell it you. . 


— 


ELI D. 1 own, my love, your tears are natural 
On this occaſion. Reſt upon my arm. 
J will ſupport thee through the road of life, 
With the joint duties of a huſband's love 
And a fond father's care. | 
ELI). His wretched fate | 
I too lament, His crime, I know, proceeded 
+ From the perſuaſions of that cruel monſter: _ - 
But he was guilty found, and merited ; 
The rage of the ſupreme; who ri an | 
' Diftributes juſtice to the race o mortals. 


For though a while the wicked man may reign, 
At Heavn's indulgence let us not complain, 
| Hrs rouſed vengeace will at length awake, 
And righteous wrath the impious overtake, - 
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Which fronts the weſtern cliff, threw himſelf headlo 1 
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